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THE PICTURE SAYS IT ALL! 
Turn around and see the other side! 
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Service Booklets for download or print are available at 
www.whittonchurch.com/coronavirus 

 
Congregations are invited to return to the 11.00am Eucharist at St Stephen’s on 
Sundays.  Hygiene measures will be in place, including no singing or physical 
contact and communion in one-kind only.  Please remember that face-coverings are 
now mandatory (barring medical exceptions).  Data is also being collected should it 
be required by NHS Track and Trace. 
 
Public worship on Sundays is supplemented by live-streamed services available on 
the Parish Facebook Pages [St Stephen’s or Ss Philip & James]. 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/philipjameswhitton/ 

https://www.facebook.com/SaintStephenHounslow/ 
 
First come / first-served or pre-booked? 
We have been trialling the pre-booking of service spaces via ChurchSuite.  With 
numbers in our services still strictly limited, this is a way of guaranteeing 
congregation members a seat and avoiding wasted journeys.  Do look out for 
announcements as to whether this will continue. 
 

ST STEPHEN’S TO WELCOME INTERN 
 
I am delighted to announce that our parishes will be receiving a Ministry Intern from 
September 2020. As part of the Kensington Ministry Experience Scheme (itself a 
facet of the national scheme), candidates apply to work in parishes for a year in 
order to assess their own calling to the ordained life. We are delighted to be 
receiving Nathan Barrett among us as our Ministry Intern. He, together with three 
other interns (deployed in other parishes) will live in the Vicarage.  Nathan will work 
alongside me and others in both parishes as well as following a course of study at St 
Mellitus Theological College. 

Fr David 
3 

SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

Sundays:   09:30  Parish Eucharist – live streamed 
  11.00  Parish Eucharist – in church – limited numbers 
Monday 09:30  Morning prayer – live streamed 
Tuesday 09:30  Holy Communion (1662) – live streamed 
Wednesday 09:30  Morning prayer - live streamed 
Thursdays: 09:30  Parish Eucharist – live streamed 
 

http://www.whittonchurch.com/coronavirus
https://www.facebook.com/philipjameswhitton/
https://www.facebook.com/SaintStephenHounslow/
https://login.churchsuite.com/4?logout=&account=sspjssh


 

INTERCESSIONS FOR SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

 

St. Stephen’s is a praying community and we welcome you to that life of prayer. 
Contact us if you have a matter of concern that you would like us to hold in prayer 
for you and with you. 
 
For ourselves: 
6th   For our study groups 
13th  For an increase in our Christian understanding 
20th  For the elderly and infirm 
27th   For our Sunday Club leaders 
 
For others: 
6th   For the work of the Childrens’ Society 
13th  For teachers of the faith 
20th  For all whom feel discriminated against 
27th   For Sally and Genna, our Churchwardens 
 
 
 

READINGS FOR SEPTEMBER 2020 
 
To help you follow services at home, here are the designated 
readings for the Sunday morning Parish Eucharist throughout 
September. 

 
6th Sep Trinity 13 (Proper 18) 
 Exodus 12 v.1-14; Romans 13 v.8-end; Matthew 18 v.15-20 
 
13th Sep Trinity 14 (Proper 19) 
 Exodus 14 v.19-end; Romans 14 v.1-12; Matthew 18 v.21-35 
 
20th Sep Trinity 15 (Proper 20) 
 Exodus 16 v.2-15; Philippians 1 v.21-end; Matthew 20 v.1-16 
 
27th Sep Trinity 16 (Proper 21) 
 Exodus 17 v.1-7; Philippians 2 v.1-13; Matthew 21 v.23-32 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU – THE REVD. DAVID CLOAKE 
 
Welcome to the first in a series of Question & Answer sessions with our ministry 
team.  This month our Vicar, the Revd David Cloake, is the first to submit to our 
interrogation! 
 
Q.  Where was the first church where you worshipped? 
St Richard of Chichester in Eastbourne 
 
Q.  Do you have a favourite church / cathedral / spiritual building?  And if so, 
what makes it special? 
My favourite spiritual place is St Mary Magdalen in Oxford. This is the church where 
I confirmed my ‘anglo-catholic’ tendencies, was my ‘send parish’ prior to ordination 
and is probably where I still regard as ‘home’. It is also where my wife was confirmed 
and my children baptised – and we always went to the pub next door after Mass for 
a swift half! 
 
Q.  What’s your favourite hymn? 
➢ Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (tune Blaenwern) – the first hymn I mastered 

after my voice broke and I sang bass.  
➢ We Have A Gospel to Proclaim – I love it as a ‘whole story of Jesus’ hymn 
➢ All People That on Earth Do Dwell – Old Hundredth Version – the only hymn 

that, played to its best and sang with all gusto, can still make me cry (in a nice 
way) 

…or others depending on mood or season! 
 
Q.  Favourite book (not the Bible!) and why? 
 
The Name of the Rose, Umberto Eco – wonderful story of the struggle of good and 
evil in a medieval ‘whodunnit’ setting. 
 
The Foundation Series, Isaac Asimov – the books I have re-read the most so must 
be among my favourites. The books I read when I started making independent 
choices as a teenager in my reading choices and my mother had the set in the 
house! 
 
…anything by Mario Puzo, because even Vicar’s have dark sides! Good (if not 
terribly skewed) family structuring. 
 
Q.  Favourite film? 
Star Wars – I was five when it was first aired and I watched it with my nan at the 
Roxy Cinema in Oldham (where I am from). I am from that generation I suppose. 
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Q.  What music do you play when you want to relax? 
Depends on my mood, weather and circumstances but there is a spectrum here: 
• Very very heavy metal (I am a big fan of Metallica, Megadeth, Slayer, System 
of a Down, Rob Zombie, Aerosmith) – anything where a guitar is plugged in and 
played well to a fast drum 
• Queen 
• Dire Straits and/or Mark Knopfler 
• Chris Rea 
• Any good choral Mass (among which Faure’s Requiem is a much played 
friend), especially if I can sing along. 
• Any medieval polyphony (Palestrina, Allegri, Byrd, Tallis et al) 
 
Q.  How do you rate yourself as a cook? 
Better than average – I cook all our meals – but not as good as my mum (or, it is 
emerging, my daughters). 
 
Q.  What’s your favourite style of food to cook? 
I love making a curry from scratch. 
 
Q.  If you were ordering a take-away next Saturday evening, what would it be? 
Chinese 
 
Q.  Are you a cat person or dog person?  Or neither? 
We have two cats and one dog so it would be impolitic of me to say. 
 
Q.  And do you have a cat, dog, other animal at home? 
Cat – Templeton  Cat – Harlequin 
Dog – Dooza  Guinea Pig – Clive 
Rabbit – Loki 
Myriad fish who have names but I never remember them. 
 
Q.  What was your favourite subject at school and why? 
History – I seem to have the right mindset for it and it served me well in gaining the 
different sides to the one story.  (I ought to say that I was not fond of Religious 
Studies or Philosophy [at college] – dull as ditch-water). 
 
Q.  Do you have a favourite local walk that you’d like to recommend to 
everyone? 
You will find me, the dog and Dooza on Hounslow Heath most days early. So many 
options depending on mood and weather (there is a joke in this answer which my 
wife has heard more times than she can cope with).  More widely, I am a fan of the 
West Highland Way. 
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Q.  Do you consider yourself a gardener? 
I garden more as I get older and I am getting better. Have killed much but not 
everything, but I have limited time. 
 
Q.  If so, flowers or veg or both? 
Tried both with varying levels of success. 
 
Q.  Do you have a particular skill or interest that would surprise people? 
I have qualifications in British Sign Language (which is so rusty now that it probably 
doesn’t even count). 
I have a glider pilot’s license (paraglider etc). 
 
Q.  What one word do you think your friends would use to describe you? 
Listener 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SAINT MICHAEL – 29th SEPTEMBER 
 
Saint Michael, angel of the sea, 
Lord of the horses he, 
Saint Michael, of the angels king, 
Of war, of shepherding; 
On steed he flies across the skies; 
The first-fruits of the harvest corn, 
The first-fruits of the flock-lambs born, 
Are his, he meets the soul forlorn. 
 
The saints and angels watch o’erhead, 
Their wings and prayers o’erspread: 
The righteous ones in heaven wait, 
St Peter at the gate; 
In might arrayed they shield and aid; 
Be with us e’er, archangel powers, 
Be with us, angels, life’s long hours. 
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THE COVID COMMUTER 
By Brendan Gash 
 
I am one of the lucky 60% of workers who have been able to 
go to work each day. My job, it seems, is considered a “key 
worker” position. (incidentally will it be coronavirus or furlough 
as the word of 2020?).  My job for the past few years has been 
as a Work Based Trainer (WBT), providing training and 
support to ambulance crew staff who provide the “Non-
emergency transport service”. Don’t worry if you have never 
heard of it. 
 
Just as Covid 19 was making itself known in March, I, along with my 2 fellow WBTs, 
were just completing 10 weeks of training new recruits at Barking training centre, 2 
of us attending each day with the third on busy days. This was two back to back 5 
week courses and I was looking forward to a quieter time. On the last week of the 
second course the news got worse each day and the last day saw no pub 
celebration for the students, as pubs had already been shut. One of my fellow WBTs 
received a letter telling him to shield halfway through that week.  I noticed my trains 
home were getting very empty, the Jubilee line, normally a sardine special between 
Waterloo and Canary Wharf even had seats for that part of the journey. I saw 
someone get on and wear a face mask. She didn’t put it on until 2 stations into the 
journey, but the thought was there. 
 
There was to be no rest for me, I had a few days annual leave and came back to 
work on the first day of “Lockdown”.  A large percentage of staff and managers were 
either isolating, shielding, redeployed or off with Covid 19, suspected or actual.   I 
had to step in to additional roles as did my training colleagues.   By the end of the 
week a daily conference call had been set up and we were updating crews on the 
almost daily new set of infection control guidelines. It was very strange. 
 
The streets were deserted, like something from the Nevil Shute novel “On the 
Beach”.  My cycle ride to work involved a journey along a near empty Chertsey 
Road in Twickenham and Richmond. One Saturday morning I was driving around 
the M25 and for over 6 miles there were no vehicles in front or behind me. I could 
drive from Richmond to Bermondsey in only 45 minutes, half the normal time. 
 
If I stopped at a bakers for rolls or cakes whilst in uniform I was told to queue jump. 
One man got very annoyed when I said I was not in a hurry and was very insistent I 
go first.  Free food was appearing everywhere, so many chocolate Easter eggs that 
did not go to waste.   
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Just to add to the fun it was decided to run another new recruits course. Though 
planned for 15 only 7 actually started, which was good as social distancing and risk 
assessments meant this was about the most we could train. Only 2 of us were able 
to attend the course so we both had to commute to Barking most days. My fellow 
trainer drove there, as the Metropolitan Line service was so limited to make his 
normal route near impossible timewise. I was still able to carry on my usual route to 
Waterloo, Jubliee to West Ham and then either C2C or District line trains. For the 
first time we tried using a remote lesson, it works well with the “Teams” computer 
programme as long as no one accidentally clicked the mouse on the wrong bit. Not 
as good as having the person there, but better than nothing. 
 
My first day back commuting was strange. The timetable was completely changed 
and greatly reduced. The Hounslow train was fuller than expected, lots of builders, 
as for reasons known only to the Government, construction of luxury flats was still 
being allowed. Even so by Waterloo each carriage had a maximum of 10 people.  
And the trains smelt of my dentist’s surgery, presumably using the same cleaning 
materials. 
 
The Jubilee line was stunningly empty. On more than one occasion the platform at 
Waterloo saw me as the only passenger boarding. No worry about seats, sometimes 
I had the whole carriage.   West Ham was busier going in the opposite direction to 
me. Everyone observed the 2 metre rule very well, only once did a couple of 
passengers barge past me to get on board as I alighted at Waterloo, they looked like 
builders!  There were lots of British Transport Police standing around and even 
travelling on trains, but never when the beggars were going from carriage to 
carriage.  Waterloo Station was a shock to the system, all the shops apart from 
Boots were shut and so were some of the entrances.   
 
A few times I drove from Richmond to Barking, it felt like a sightseeing tour of 
London, with me as the only tourist. On one Saturday the number of bicycles was 
impressive to see. Nearly all were out for leisure rides, presumably as part of the 
hour a day keep fit guidance.  A sadder sight was driving past Trafalgar square one 
day and seeing a pub with all the flags out for St Patrick’s Day. I had similar feelings 
about seeing all the posters at railway stations for shows and events, none of which 
were happening anymore. Each day the posters inside the tube trains became 
fewer, if there had been any passengers I may have had to make eye contact with 
them! 
 
It has been said that nature is taking advantage of the quietness. I have to say I can 
hear bird song even on a busy day in the Earl’s Court one way system. All I do is 
open my window and not have the radio on.  I did see some fox cubs by Clapham 
Junction station, but I was looking out for them as I saw some last year in the same  
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place. At Chiswick one morning a very young fox cub just strolled along the platform 
without a care in the world,  that was nice to see. I did some good deeds, blocking  
Victoria Embankment to safely get some fledgling crows onto the pavement after 
they had jumped out of the nest in a tree. My reward was not thanks, but an adult 
crow attacking me. Mother duck in Richmond a few days later was more calm when 
I stopped traffic for her to take her ducklings across the road towards the Thames. 
 
I get the impression people are more forgetful at the moment. On a Jubilee Line train 
I had to “pull the chord” for an unattended rucksack at Canning Town. It was there 
when I boarded at West Ham but no platform staff were around. At Canning Town 
the driver did come down and had to wait for station staff to appear. This is a long 
process with audio announcements stating the “train is being held for an 
investigation”, rather than delay due to lack of staff. The next week I had to alert the 
Guard for a rucksack on the train from Waterloo to Hounslow. He took it with him 
into the Guard compartment, minimising delays.  The common thread is trains are 
not checked at termini stations for left baggage anymore. The train cleaners are re-
deployed to clean the drivers’ cabs. 
 
What has changed due to the Covid19 outbreak? When dealing with a patient we 
have to wear lots of PPE (Personal Protective Equipment), which can be hot and 
uncomfortable. All of us are obsessed with cleaning down every 
surface/switch/handle/piece of equipment. We were good at this before the 
pandemic but now only perfection will do. Noticeably after Easter the number of 
ambulance calls dropped by a very large amount compared to normal times. To date 
it has stayed at a low level of calls. Will it remain at that level?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 



OUTSIDE THE BACK DOOR 
ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL 
 
Health warning - I’m about to be controversial this month!  How do you like your 
verges?  Those strips of ground along the sides of pavements, roads and around car 
parks?  Do you look for bowling green perfection?  Are you happy with rough and 
ready?  Or would you like to see something attractive but relaxed and informal, not 
too neat?  This year I’ve been focusing Outside the Back Door on what we can all do 
in our gardens and back yards to improve our environment and do our little bit for 
the climate crisis but this month I want to look slightly further afield.  Not too far, 
probably just as far as the top of the road. 
 
One effect of the Coronavirus lockdown was councils having to re-prioritise tasks 
and budgets.  In many cases the need to trim verges around the boroughs fell to the 
bottom of the list.  In my own borough, the debate escalated recently as “enraged of 
RIchmond” took to social media to complain that standards were slipping and how 
ghastly it was to see all these wild flowers blooming around verges and attracting, 
shock, horror, insects!  As you might imagine, those of a different persuasion equally 
fought their corner, arguing the case strongly for this more relaxed, environmentally 
friendly approach - an approach which, in fairness, has already been deliberately 
adopted by some local authorities.   
 
With so many appreciating getting closer to nature during lockdown, or rather nature 
getting closer to them, the role played by our in-between spaces, such as verges, 
can’t be ignored.  If we’re to hear more birdsong, we need to ensure plenty of 
insects around for birds to feed on - they can’t live on our nut and seed feeders 
alone!  And if we want to be dazzled by beautiful butterflies, we must provide the 
nectar to sustain them.  Our rougher, more unkempt verges can bloom and become 
a really important source of food. 
 
Insects must surely be the most reviled of all God’s creatures?  I’m the first to admit 
that I will run a mile from a wasp and can only remove spiders up to a certain 
dimension!  I’ve only been stung by a bee once (I hope I don’t regret writing that!) 
and it was a painful experience.  Thankfully it’s not put me off encouraging bees into 
the garden.  Any plant I buy these days comes with the ‘bee friendly’ tag.  Scientists 
have shown that without bees we couldn’t survive.  So imagine my concern when, 
during that very hot spell towards the end of June, I kept finding large bumblebees 
dying on my lawn.  At the time our ‘lawn’ was a mass of clover as we’d stopped 
cutting due to the drought.  Every day we were finding one or two bees staggering 
across the flower heads and then they would just stop, literally dead in their tracks.  
It was so sad to see.  I was so concerned that I contacted the local Wildlife Trust  
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who introduced me to a new Facebook group called Nature in Richmond.  There I 
found other people reporting the same thing but also bee ‘experts’ who explained 
that the UK’s bumblebee populations are moving north due to warmer summers in 
the south of England as a result of climate change.   
 
Joining this Facebook group has been a revelation.  You can post a photograph of 
just about anything wildlife related and someone is likely to know the answer.  Apart 
from recognising their importance, I confess I know almost nothing about insects but 
I have been delighted to post a photo of, for example, a hoverfly and to have it 
identified as a ‘marmalade hoverfly’.  Another colourful mystery was a red-belted 
clear-wing moth!  I’ve discovered that sightings such as this also get logged by the 
South-West London Environmental Network and added to their Biodiversity Record.  
So whilst it’s a great source of information (and of some fabulous photography I 
should add), it’s also rewarding to know that we’re contributing to understanding the 
nature around us. 
 
Whilst we’re on the topic of insects, let’s not forget the butterflies and my impression 
is that it has been a good summer for them.  I’ve carried out one or two butterfly 
counts in the garden and uploaded them to the Butterfly Conservation Trust who run 
this annual survey.  Across the summer I’m delighted to have seen large and small 
whites, commas, peacocks, red admirals, holly blues, brimstones, speckled wood 
and an abundance of gatekeepers.  However, a couple of weeks ago I saw a flash of 
orange followed by a flash of black and white that settled on the crab apple tree.  
Before I could take a closer look or grab the camera, it had fluttered away.  A few 
days later I was walking in Crane Park and saw the same thing.  This time it was 
more obliging and settled on a convenient nettle patch ready to be photographed - a 
Jersey Tiger!  I’m pretty sure I’ve never seen one of these before and I’m delighted 
to say that I’ve seen another since in a local road where there is an unkempt verge, 
full of nettles (and sadly dumped rubbish).  Butterflies love nettles and wild flowers 
that are rich in nectar.  They are also a very important indicator of the health of our 
environment.  So it’s back to those grass verges again - let’s not be too tidy! 

Elizabeth Malone 
 

Read an illustrated version of this article at 
https://outsidethebackdoor.wordpress.com 
 
 
 

Wildflower meadow, NPL Teddington 
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MY FAVOURITE TREATS 
 
Marion, my wife, is on the Shielding Register, so we both have to be very careful 
about "that virus".  When I am in Cornwall there are several "favourite treats" that I 
really look forward to:- 
 
1. Eating a "Hedgehog".  We go to a place called "Chapel Porth", a beach resort 
owned by The National Trust.  There is a shop that sells refreshments and several 
local ice creams.  By far my favourite is a "Hedgehog".  It is a cornet filled with 
Cornish ice cream, topped with lots of Cornish clotted cream, and on top of that a 
very generous portion of assorted nuts.  In the summer we sit on the beach looking 
at people in the water, and in the winter we sit in the car looking at the waves.  This 
summer we had to avoid going there - a very great disappointment. 
 
2. Eating a "home made" Cornish pasty.  St Mawes Bakery makes some every day 
to a traditional recipe.  They are delicious eaten in summer outdoors looking out to 
sea, and in winter eating in the warmth of the cafe.  This time we did it three times, 
but stayed outdoors on every occasion 
 
3. Eating Cornish fish and chips.  Just a hundred yards from our back door is the 
chip shop.  They get fresh local fish delivered every day, and cook to order.  The first 
week we were here we had some, but the following two weeks they were on their 
summer holiday, so we had to go without. 
 
4. Eating a Cornish cream tea at Charlotte's.  This is a real treat for all the family.  
This year our son and his family indulged (after pre-booking), but we declined, again 
because of "that virus". 
 
Next time I am here, I hope that I can indulge myself much more.  What are your 
favourite treats? 

Fred Michell 
 
 

URGENT - YOUR ASSISTANCE IS NEEDED!  
 
St. Stephen's Vicarage has been vacant for 18 months and now 
needs to be turned into ‘home’ for 4 interns.  If you can help with 
decorating, gardening, cleaning or assembling flatpack furniture, 
then Tim and Jan Furze would like to hear from you asap!  
treasurersspj@gmail.com 

Fr. David 
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PAIRS WORDSEARCH 
 
This wordsearch contains 20 pairs (40 words) of names of people or things which 
usually come in pairs.  The 18 unused letters give the names of the pair responsible 
for the musical Oklahoma.  Solution next month. 

John Barnes 
 

M E A E C R O W A L T E R S C A 

O R D V H A R D Y F R E N C H L 

R I A A A L L I M A C L E B A L 

E A M D R T W O S N I A C D S E  

C T Y G L T T E E E L A R S T N 

A S R S E H A P T A I E W R I A 

M A R K S C S P U R L T O E U G 

B S E G R A L R O T E M O D C A 

E R J U L I E T T E E B D N S N 

S E N O A L C I M O L M L U I A 

I G E R G I L B E R T C S A B L 

W O N A V I L L U S E V E S T F 

C R O S S E S T H G U O N E I N  

 
 
 
 

COOKERY CORNER 
DRIED FIGS WITH GOAT'S CHEESE AND WALNUTS 
 
This is not so much a recipe as an assembly of a few ingredients. 
 
Ingredients: 
* 6 dried figs  
* 6 tsp creamy goat cheese 
* 6 half walnuts 
* drizzle of honey 
 
Method: 
Simply place a teaspoon of cheese on the top of the dried fig, top with a walnut half 
and drizzle of honey. 

Genna Martinez 
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Opinions expressed in articles in this magazine do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the Vicar, Editor or the P.C.C. 

ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH  
Parkside Road, Hounslow 
 
Vicar:       The Revd David Cloake 
       Email:  vicarssh@gmail.com 
Parish Office      020 8898 2694 
Churchwardens: Mrs. Sally Billenness  020 8737 0477 

Miss. Genna Martinez  bikingfish@hotmail.com 
Hon. Treasurer: Mr. John Barnes   020 8570 8810 
Hon. Secretary: Mrs. Sandra Bishop  020 8570 4570 

Email:  sandrajbishop@btinternet.com 
Children's Champion -  Tracey Bunce  020 8230 4918 
Safeguarding Officer: Ms. Vanessa Pimbert  

Email:  vpimbert@swakeleys.org.uk 
Magazine Editor:  Mrs. Elizabeth Malone 020 8941 4722 

Email:  elizabethmalone@blueyonder.co.uk 
Keep in touch: 

Website:   https://saintstephenhounslow.church/ 

Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/SaintStephenHounslow/ 

 
 

SOLUTION TO MEDITERRANEAN WORDSEARCH 
 
AMALFI, ALMERIA, ATHENS,  BARCELONA, BARI, CANNES, CARTAGENA, 
CRETE, CYPRUS, DUBROVNIK, EPHESUS, FLORENCE, GENOA, GIBRALTAR, 
KOTOR, MALAGA, MALTA, MARSEILLE, MONACO, MONTE CARLO,  NICE, 
ORAN, PALMA, PISA, RHODES, ROME, SALERNO,  SETE, TARANTO, 
VALLETTA, VENICE.   The 7 unused letters formed POMPEII. 

John Barnes 
 
 
Magazine Deadline 
 
The next Magazine will be the October 2020 issue. Items for inclusion should be 
emailed to the editor – elizabethmalone@blueyonder.co.uk 
Please forward your contribution by Sunday 20th September at the absolute 
latest! 
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