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INTERCESSION THEMES  
 
 

For ourselves: 
13th Dec For our preparations for Christmas 
20th  Dec For those worshipping at home this Christmas season 
27th Dec For those in need 

3rd  Jan For a better understanding of  stewardship 
10th Jan For the recently baptised 
17th Jan For the week of  prayer for Christian Unity  

24th Jan  For those who lead our intercessions 
31st Jan For a closer walk with God 
 

For others: 
13th Dec For those facing Christmas alone 
20th Dec For all those working in the NHS 

27th Dec For the war-torn zones of  the globe 
3rd Jan For the terminally ill 
10th Jan For the lonely and depressed 

17th Jan For the cold and hungry 
24th Jan  For refugees 
31st Jan For World Leprosy Day 
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Thankfully we complete Advent in Tier 2 and congregational services are once more 

allowed.  Our 11.00am Eucharist at St Stephen’s has re-commenced.  We anticipate 
that services will continue at these times throughout the remainder of  December and 
January other than over the festive period – more details on page 4. 

 
Booking services: 
Fif teen seats are 'bookable', leaving the rest available for those who cannot book 

online. In order to help maintain safe levels of  attendance in our churches, please do 
not attend if  you have ability to book a seat online and have not done so ! 
 

Service Booklets for download or print are available at 
www.whittonchurch.com/coronavirus 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/philipjameswhitton/ 
https://www.facebook.com/SaintStephenHounslow/ 

 

 

ADVENT 2020 
 

Our Advent Meditation and Compline continues as follows: 
o December 10th 2020, 8:00pm  
o December 17th 2020, 8.00pm 

o December 21st 2020, 8.00pm 
 
The format of  this is designed to be accessible and simple - to allow space and 

ref lection. It will be hosted by Fr Vernon or Fr David on Zoom (available via 
computer or telephone) to add a little spiritual intimacy to our 'night prayer'.  To sign-
up either visit ChurchSuite (for those registered) or contact the Parish Off ice.   
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Sundays:   09:30  Parish Eucharist – live streamed 
11.00 Parish Eucharist – in church – limited numbers – 

bookable 
Monday 09:30  Morning prayer – live streamed 
Tuesday 09:30  Holy Communion (1662) – live streamed and in church 

 – limited numbers - bookable 
Wednesday 09:30  Morning prayer - live streamed 
Thursdays: 09:30  Parish Eucharist – live streamed and in church  

at SS Philip and James 
 

REGULAR SERVICE TIMES 

http://www.whittonchurch.com/coronavirus
https://www.facebook.com/philipjameswhitton/
https://www.facebook.com/SaintStephenHounslow/
https://login.churchsuite.com/3


Advent Mondays (from 7th) 10.30am – St Stephen’s 
In addition to Compline and the online Pilgrim Groups, our ordinand, Nathan, will be 
of fering an Advent Group on the Mondays in Advent.  This is open to all and will 

follow the same pathway as the online provision for our Pilgrim Groups, but in 
person (no internets, no telephony!). Please contact Fr David, Nathan, the Parish 
Off ice or Peter Lee if  you wish to attend. 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2020 
 

SERVICE OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS  
Sunday 20th December - 6pm  
From SS Philip & James with pre-recorded carols and 'live' 

readings.  
Available to:  Congregation | live-stream | dial-in 
 

THE FIRST MASS OF CHRISTMAS 
Christmas Eve - 5pm at St Stephen’s 
Available to:  Congregation (bookable) 

 

THE FIRST MASS OF CHRISTMAS 
Christmas Eve – 6.30pm - at SS Philip & St James 

Available to:  Congregation (bookable) | live-stream | dial-in 
 

CHRISTMAS EUCHARIST 
Christmas Day – 10.00am 
This will be a pre-recorded service viewable on YouTube and Facebook with links 
available nearer the time. 

 

THE PATRONAL FESTIVAL OF ST STEPHEN 
Sunday 27th December - 11am at St Stephen’s 

Transferred f rom the 26th – please note! 
Available to:  Congregation (bookable) | live-stream | dial-in] 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS  
Sunday 27th December - 9.30am at SS Phillip & James 

Available to:  Congregation (bookable) | live-stream | dial-in 
The lectionary for the 1st Sunday of  Christmas will be used. 
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READINGS FROM MID-DECEMBER TILL END JANUARY 2021 
 
These are the readings for our principal services.  For the full lectionary, please 

check out the details on ChurchSuite. 
 
13th Dec  Advent 3 

Isaiah 61.1-4,8-11;  1 Thessalonians 5.16-24; John 1.6-8,19-28 
 
20th Dec Advent 4 

 2 Samuel 7 v.1-11.16; Romans 16 v.25-end; Luke 1 v.26-38 
 
27th Dec St Stephen 

 2 Chronicles 24 v.20-22; Acts 7 v.51-end; Matthew 10 v.17-22 
 
3rd Jan Christmas 2 

 Jeremiah 31 v.7-14; Ephesians 1 v.3-14; John 1 v.10-18 
 
10th Jan Baptism of  Christ 

 Genesis 1 v.1-5; Acts 19 v.1-7; Mark 1 v.4-11 
 
17th Jan Epiphany 2 

 1 Samuel 3 v.1-10; Revelation 5 v.1-10; John 1 v.43-end 
 
24th Jan Epiphany 3 

 Genesis 14 v.17-20; Revelation 19 v.6-10; John 2 v.1-11 
 
31st Jan Epiphany 4 

 Deuteronomy 18 v.15-20; Revelation 12 v.1-5a; Mark 1 v.21-28 
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GOOD KING WENCESLAS 
 
Most of  us probably know that on December 26th (the 

Feast of  Stephen) ‘Good king Wenceslas’ looked out, 
writes David Winter. We probably also know that the 
snow lay round about, ‘deep and crisp and even’. 

Beyond that, he’s just someone in a carol that’s not 
of ten sung nowadays. 
 

However, Wenceslas was a real person, a duke, and ef fectively king of Bohemia in 
the 10th century. In modern terms, he was Czechoslovakian. He was known as a 
generous and kind monarch, deeply Christian and given to good works. So the story 

in the carol by the Victorian hymn-writer J.M. Neale, while possibly f ictitious, is at 
least in line with his recognised character. ‘Page and monarch’ braved the ‘bitter 
weather’ and the ‘cruel wind’s wild lament’ to take food and fuel to a poor man living 

rough.  Neale’s carol was enormously popular in the 19th century, because it 
perfectly expressed Victorian Christian ideals of  benevolence and alms-giving.  
Christian men of  ‘wealth and rank’ are urged to help the poor, and so ‘f ind  blessing’. 

Ignoring the ‘wealth and rank and men’ bit, it’s still good advice, at Christmas or any 
other time.   

Parish Pump 

 
 

THE TREE 
 

In the wood I am one of  many. 
I am felled, sold, chosen 

To be the sole tree of  a house. 
I am throned in a gold bucket. 

Light is sewn through my branches, 

Precious gif ts wrapped in silver 
Depend f rom my twigs.  Star-crowned, 
I am adored by children, cordially hated 

By hoovering housewives, distrusted 
By Health and Safety Off icers, who name me 

Fire Hazard.  I reign for twelve days,  

Then am sacrif iced among rubbish, 
Where I wither, age, decay, 

But every year, I rise again indoors, 

Hazardous f ire of  love. 
 

 U A Fanthorpe 
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ALARIC SIGNS OFF 
 
Dear f riends at St Stephen’s, 

 
As my status as a mission partner with OMF comes to a formal end, I would like to 
express my deepest gratitude for your partnership and support over the past twenty 

years or so.  That support was not limited to f inancial or prayer support (crucial 
through they are) but also extended to kindness, f riendship, presents and other 
support throughout that time.  Although the main point of  contact, Raymond, has 

now lef t, I want to thank Sally and others for facilitating all of  this over the years.  
 
It would be lovely to look back and point to the multifarious churches planted, vast 

numbers of  the Japanese population converted, and great swatches of  a previously 
heathen nation now f irmly in the Kingdom of  God.  Sadly, though, this is not the case 
and Japan remains an extremely dif f icult place for the gospel and one where the 

ground remains extremely hard.  The lethal combination of  always doing what is 
expected f rom your parents and ancestors, a corporate society that view being 
dif ferent as shameful, a general suspicion of  relation and an education system that 

rarely encourages independent thought has bound the country fast.  One day the 
Holy Spirit will set it on f ire and burn those bonds but, though we may long for the 
day, it has not yet arrived. 

 
However, it has been my privilege to be a link in the chains of  salvation for several, 
to introduce many to Christ for the f irst time, to service the churches (f ive in all) in all 

sorts of  different capacities and generally (I hope) to shine light into dark places.  It 
is of ten not for us to know what plants come up where or when but, like some rice 
seeds discovered in a temple in Japan f rom over 2000 years ago and which, 

incredibly, sprouted af ter all that time, it is my fervent prayer that seed sown in the 
last twenty years, with thanks to God’s watering, come up where it still can.  Praise 
Him indeed. 

 
Please continue to remember the Japanese people in your prayers and invite them 
to church.  Although their context in Japan make it hard to believe, they are much 

more open here in the UK.  I hope very much to come and visit and say a personal 
thank-you in the future but until then this very insuf f icient letter will have to do for 
now. 

 
With many thanks for your partnership in the gospel.  
 

In Him, 
Alaric Dunsmore-Rouse 
 

Isaiah 55 v.10-11 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU – SUE HODDER-HESLING 
 
In the fourth of our series of articles about our ministry team we feature Sue Hodder-

Hesling, LLM 
 
Q.  Where was the first church where you worshipped?  

St: Philip and St James Whitton 
 
Q.  Do you have a favourite church / cathedral / spiritual building?  And if so, 

what makes it special? My Favourite church is SS Philip and James Whitton as it 
holds so many happy memories for me 
 

Q.  What’s your favourite hymn?  
‘Oh Jesus I have promised’ 
 

Q.  Favourite book (not the Bible!) and why? 
‘Little Women’ my Mum read it to me as a child  
 

Q.  Favourite film?  
‘Cool Runnings’ Makes me laugh!! 
 

Q.  What music do you play when you want to relax?  
70 ‘s (all genres) 
 

Q.  How do you rate yourself as a cook?  
Fairly Good 
 

Q.  What’s your favourite style of food to cook?  
Traditional English 
 

Q.  If you were ordering a take-away next Saturday evening, what would it be? 
Indian 
 

Q.  Are you a cat person or dog person?  Or neither?  
Dog 
 

Q.  And do you have a cat, dog, other animal at home?  
Dog 
 

Q.  What was your favourite subject at school and why?  
English + R.E. 
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Q.  Do you have a favourite local walk that you’d like to recommend?  
Crane Park 
 

Q.  Do you have a particular skill or interest that would surprise people?  
Nursing / LLM 
 

Q.  What one word do you think your friends would use to describe you?  
Caring 
 

In addition, Sue thought you’d like to know:   

• I am a qualif ied Nurse RGN 

• I set up the Homelink Day Respite Care Centre 23 years as ago at St 

Augustine’s church Whitton and lef t there 3 years ago.  

• I am now Head of  Operations at The Vineyard Community Centre Richmond 
running the drop-in centre for the Homeless and socially isolated. 

• I am married to Peter 

• I have two children of  my own and 5 stepchildren. 
 
 

 

CHURCHSUITE 
MAKE A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION TO USE IT! 

 
Back in April you would have received an invitation f rom Fr David to register to use 
ChurchSuite.  Many of  you have already registered, but if  you’ve yet to do so, please 

do sign up.  If  you’re unsure of  what you’re signing up for, here’s a quick list of  why 
you might use ChurchSuite: 

• Book to attend services in person; 

• Check which services are planned for the month ahead; 

• Find out the designated bible readings for the day by simply clicking on the 
calendar; 

• Check if  you appear on the readers / sidespersons / choir rotas . 

 
The arrival of  ChurchSuite has been very timely with the pandemic meaning that the 
usual rotas and service plans can be changed at a moment’s notice.  With this in 

mind, it’s my intention as your Magazine editor, to reduce the amount of  practical 
information we print each month as this is either duplicating what appears on 
ChurchSuite or, given publication deadlines, is in danger of  being out of  date / out of  

sync with ChurchSuite.  The upside of  this is that there will be more space for 
articles of  interest, although that might mean I’m coming to  you more f requently for 
content – don’t be shy! 

Elizabeth Malone, Magazine Editor 
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2020 ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING WITH 
ELECTIONS  
Results of Elections 
 
The outcome of  the elections at the 2020 Annual Meeting held on Sunday 25th 

October: 
 
• Deanery Synod – Fred Michell was elected as the parish Lay Representative 

to the Deanery Synod. 
• Parochial Church Council (PCC) – John Barnes, Tracey Bunce, Brendan 
Gash, Sarah Mackintosh, Elizabeth Malone, and Paul Shaw were elected as lay 

members of  the PCC.  
 
Other appointments 

• Sally Billenness and Genna Martinez continue to serve as Churchwardens for 
the coming year. 
• David Holland was re-appointed by the meeting as Independent Examiner to 

the PCC for 2020/21. 
 
PCC Appointments: 

 
Other appointments conf irmed by the PCC:  
• Treasurer: John Barnes 

• PCC Secretary: to be conf irmed (Sandra Bishop has now stood down f rom 
this role) 

• Electoral Roll Recorder: Tracey Bunce 
• Safeguarding Off icer: Angela Bowman (jointly with SsPJ) 

• Children’s Champion: Tracey Bunce 
• Data Protection Compliance Off icer: Elizabeth Malone 
• Health & Safety Off icer: Brendan Gash 

• Standing Committee members: Fr David (chair), Sally Billenness and Fred 
Michell. 

 

Sandra Bishop 
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OUTSIDE THE BACK DOOR 
TREES 
 

As 2020 draws to a close and we welcome 2021, so 
I’m concluding my series of  articles focusing on the 
climate crisis, and what better way to f inish that on the 

very seasonal subject of  trees.   
 
Like many things in the 21st century, choosing a 

Christmas tree becomes a moral, ethical and 
ecological dilemma.  Real or plastic?  And if  real, what 
sort of  real?  Did you know that the UK produces over 

4 million Christmas trees a year?  This is insignif icant 
compared to the 18 million produced annually in 
Germany!  In November this year, the lockdown rules 

changed slightly two weeks in just to allow people to visit Christmas tree producers 
to buy their trees!  Far too early if  you ask me.  The poor things were going to be 
bald by Christmas - the trees that is, not the people buying them!  Think of  all that 

needle-drop as they gently roast by the radiator. 
 
But that doesn’t answer the question, if  you want to make a sustainable, 

environmental choice, what tree should you choose?  In researching this question, I 
found a very useful article in The Guardian f rom last year which points out all the 
pitfalls of  artif icial trees, f rom the chemicals used in production through to the more 

obvious issue of  your artif icial tree being non-recyclable and likely to exist on this 
planet for thousands of  years before f inally decaying.   That said, if  you already have 
an artif icial tree stashed away in your lof t, then you’ve made the commitment and 

you’re probably better to keep using in for a few decades to come!  
 
Real trees, however, are not Christmas angels and come with their own 

environmental hazards f rom the pesticides and fertiliser used to grow them and the 
carbon footprint generated by the many miles travelled in transporting 
them.  However, at least you can recycle them although I do have one plea to 

make.  If  you’re putting them out for the council collection, please avoid creating a 
hazard for unsuspecting pedestrians on a dark ‘bin-night’! 
 

For eleven Christmases now, our tree has sat outside the back door - literally!  it was 
a decision taken when the cats were 6 month old kittens and we had seen one too 
many photographs of  kittens wreaking havoc amidst the tinsel!  (If  you need to cheer 

yourself  up, do seek out the Simon’s Cat video “Santa Claws”) That was the f irst 
year we abandoned a cut tree in favour of  one in a pot.  Our f irst tree lasted about 
three Christmases but the current one has clocked up nearer eight!  Every summer it  
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https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/dec/19/real-christmas-trees-are-the-greener-choice
https://youtu.be/nn2h3_aH3vo


entertains us by putting on an amazing display of  its own natural bright green lights 
as its branches push out their new growth.  Sadly now it’s getting a bit sparse in the 
way of  branches at the bottom whilst the top is increasingly bushy, not making it the 

easiest tree to decorate but we will still relish standing out in the cold, trying to tie 
baubles onto it with f rozen f ingers.   
 

And so before I leave you to enjoy the festivities, in the month when we normally 
purchase millions of  hacked down trees, why not also purchase something more 
positive?  Especially this year when it’s going to be challenging to meet relatives and 

f riends to hand them a present (which they’ll then need to quarantine for up to three 
days before unwrapping!), why not give the gif t of  trees?  I did this myself  back in 
September when normally I would have bought f lowers for the church to 

commemorate my parents’ birthdays.  With the pandemic halting the option of  
f lowers being arranged in church, I decided to do something more permanent and 
purchase trees through the Woodland Trust.  You can literally buy trees, although I 

appreciate you may not have somewhere to plant them, or you can purchase trees 
to be planted in woodlands around the country and you can add dedications.  The 
trees I purchased in September will be planted in a woodland near some f riends in 

Worcestershire and I’m looking forward to the day, hopefully in 2021, when we can 
all take a walk together to view them.   
 

However, you’re spending this strangest of  Christmases, don’t lose sight on our 
need to protect the planet and try to make your Christmas a little bit greener this 
year. 

Elizabeth Malone 
Read an illustrated version of this article at 
https://outsidethebackdoor.wordpress.com 

 
 
 

PARISHES SERVING THEIR COMMUNITIES 
 
Recently published Mission Statistics for 2019 show that parishes were already 

running or supporting 35,000 social action projects before the pandemic, serving 
communities across the country f rom lunch clubs for older people to parent and 
toddler groups and food banks. 

 
This includes more than 4,000 parent/carer toddler groups are run or supported by 
Church of  England churches, 5,000 plus lunch clubs, cof fee mornings or similar 

hospitality for older people, and nearly 8,000 food banks. 
Parish Pump 
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COOKERY CORNER 
BRAISED CHICKEN WITH JERUSALEM ARTICHOKES 

 

A fairly simple supper, non-pretentious, non-Instagram worthy, but just what you 
may need! 
 

Ingredients: 
o 8 chicken pieces of  your choice, skinned and boned 
o 1 tbs vegetable oil 

o 4 large potatoes, scrubbed and cut into small wedges 
o 10 - 12 small Jerusalem Artichokes , scrubbed and cut into bite sized cubes  
o 1 medium onion, cut into small dice 

o 1 crisp eating apple, cut into medium sized dice 
o 2 small or 1 large leek sliced about the width of  a pound coin 
o salt and pepper 

o 1 tbs dried mixed herbs 
o hot chicken stock (see method) 
o 100ml white wine or sherry (optional) 

 
Method: 
In a large casserole, or heavy-duty saucepan with a lid, that is suitable to be placed 

on the hob, heat the oil, and brown the chicken pieces, a few at a time on a medium 
heat. Once browned place onto a plate, and cover with foil to keep warm.  
 

Add the onions, apples and sauté for f ive or so minutes, still on a medium heat, until 
they start to become sof t and then add the leeks and sauté for another f ive or so 
minutes.  Add the wine or sherry, if  using and turn up the heat.  If  not, use some 

stock to deglaze the pan. 
 
Add the chicken, potatoes and Jerusalem artichokes, and just cover with stock. 

Once the stock really starts to bubble, turn the heat down low, and let simmer with 
the lid on.  Check every f if teen minutes or so, and add additional stock as necessary 
- once the chicken is very nearly cooked, you can let the l iquid lower, until there is 

about two inches of  liquid at the bottom of the pan.  It will take about an hour / hour 
and a half , for the chicken to thoroughly cook. 

Genna Martinez 
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CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCHES 
 
There are two wordsearches this month.  Each carries all the words of  3 letters or 

more in the f irst verse of  a well-known Christmas Carol.  In each case one three-
letter word is repeated but longer words are not repeated in the wordsearch 
although they may appear more than once in the Carol.  The f irst wordsearch has 20 

words and the second has 26.  The 6 unused letters in the f irst wordsearch together 
with the 9 in the second form a greeting that we may wish to use at this time of  year.  
Solution next year. 

John Barnes 

 
                        C H E C N O B E D R 

S H O N E M A C N  C E D L I H C I T Y 

K D R O L L A A W  H S R E G N A M H L 

C G R O U N D N O  R I A E H L R O A W 

O L E E D E T G D  I E H W H S O T T O 

L O H A H H H E E  S L I S D W F H T L 

F R T C E P E L T   T T S I S U S E J B 

M Y T I E R E I A  O T V L A Y O R M A 

R A R O U N D H E  O A A E L T T I L B 

W Y T H G I N W S  D C S D L I M A R Y 

 
 
 

DONATE TO SPEAR!  
 
Financial donations are vital for our work to 

support people af fected by homelessness. We help vulnerable members of  the 
community across Kingston, Merton, Richmond, Sutton and Wandsworth. We strive 
to f ind secure accommodation for people who are sleeping rough and work together 

towards a positive future. 
 
You can now support SPEAR via text donations of  between £1 & £20! Simply text 

SPEAR, followed by your donation amount, to 70450!  No matter how big or small, 
we really appreciate every single donation that you can give.  
 

*Texts cost the donation amount plus one standard rate message and you’ll be 
opting in to hear more about our work and fundraising via telephone and SMS. If  
you’d like to give £3 but do not wish to receive marketing communications, text 

SPEARNOINFO 3 to 70450. 
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https://www.spearlondon.org/


Opinions expressed in articles in this magazine do not 

necessarily ref lect the views of  the Vicar, Editor or the P.C.C. 

ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH  
Parkside Road, Hounslow 
 

Vicar:       The Revd David Cloake 
       Email:  vicarssh@gmail.com 
Church       020 8577 5031 

Parish Off ice      020 8898 2694 
Churchwardens: Mrs. Sally Billenness  020 8737 0477 

Miss. Genna Martinez  bikingf ish@hotmail.com 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr. John Barnes   020 8570 8810 
Hon. Secretary: tbc 
Children's Champion -  Tracey Bunce  020 8230 4918 

Safeguarding Off icer: Mrs. Angela Bowman 020 8893 4918   
Magazine Editor:  Mrs. Elizabeth Malone 020 8941 4722 

Email:  elizabethmalone@blueyonder.co.uk 

Keep in touch: 

Website:   http://www.saintstephenhounslow.church/ 

Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/SaintStephenHounslow/ 

 
 

SOLUTION TO FRIENDS AND FAMILY WORDSEARCH 

 
ACQUAINTANCE, ASSOCIATE, AUNT, BABE, BABY, BEAU, CHILD, CHUM, 

CLAN, COLLEAGUE, COMRADE, COUSIN, DAD, DAUGHTER, FATHER, HER, 
HIM,  HUSBAND, ISSUE, KIN, KITH, LOVER, MATE, MISTRESS, MISSUS, 
MOTHER, MUM, NIECE, OTHER HALF, PAL, PET, RELATIVE,  SISTER, 
SPOUSE, TRIBE, UNCLE, WIFE.  The 7 unused letters formed PARTNER. 

John Barnes 
 

 

 
Magazine Deadline 
 

The next Magazine will be the February 2021 issue. Items for inclusion should be 
emailed to the editor – elizabethmalone@blueyonder.co.uk 
Please forward your contribution by Sunday 20th January at the absolute latest! 
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