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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 2021 – 75 YEARS
Christian leaders, activists, writers and theologians world-wide have written prayers
for a new book to celebrate Christian Aid’s 75th anniversary.
Rage & Hope: 75 Prayers for a Better World includes prayers on climate injustice,
Black Lives Matter, violence against women, discrimination against Dalits in India,
the coronavirus pandemic, from extreme poverty in Burundi, and inequality in
Myanmar.
Christian Aid’s work began in 1945, when it was founded by British and Irish
churches to help refugees following the Second World War. Since then, it has
provided humanitarian relief and long-term development support, while speaking out
against injustice. Christian Aid helped during the Biafra war, advised Martin Luther
King during the civil rights movement of the 1960s, campaigned to make poverty
history in the 2000s, and is now fighting climate injustice in countries around the
world.
Rage & Hope: 75 Prayers for a Better World from: https://spckpublishing.co.uk/rageand-hope
Christian Aid Week 2021 takes place between 10th and 16th May. Read more about
this year’s campaigns on their website.
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REGULAR SERVICE TIMES
Sundays
9:30am - Eucharist at Ss Philip & James – Live-stream + Bookable
Sundays
11:00am - Eucharist at St Stephen's - Bookable
Mondays
9:30am - Morning Prayer Live-stream to Facebook
Tuesdays 9:30am - Holy Communion at St Stephen's - Live-stream + Bookable
Wednesdays 9:30am - Morning Prayer Live-stream to Facebook
Thursdays 9:30am - Said Eucharist at Ss Philip & James - Live-stream +
Bookable
Please do pre-book wherever possible via ChurchSuite. Please give your details at
the church door, wear a face-mask, sterilise your hands and maintain socialdistancing. Singing remains prohibited except for our choirs.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/philipjameswhitton/
https://www.facebook.com/SaintStephenHounslow/
Service Booklets for download or print are available at
www.whittonchurch.com/coronavirus

READINGS FOR MAY 2020
2nd

Easter 5
Acts 8.26 - end; 1 John 4.7 - end; John 15. 1-8

9th

Easter 6
Acts 10.44 - end; 1 John 5.1-6; John 15. 9-17

13th

Ascension Day
Acts 1. 1-11; Ephesians 1. 15-end; Luke 24. 44 - end

16th

Easter 7
Acts 1. 15-17, 21-end; 1 John 5. 9-13; John 17. 6-19

23rd

Pentecost
Acts 2. 1-21; Romans 8. 22-27; John 15. 26-27, 16.4b-15

30th

Trinity Sunday
Isaiah 6. 1-8; Romans 8. 12-17; John 3. 1-17
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INTERCESSIONS – MAY 2021
For daily prayer intentions, please see the calendar on the Ss Philip & James
website.
2nd

SS Philip and James, our Patron Saints

9th

Our Junior Church

16th

For social reform

23rd

For Helen, our parishes administrator

30th

The marginalised in our community

EDITORIAL
Welcome to the second edition of CROSSBridges. I’m really keen to make sure that
this feels like a magazine for both our parishes (and anyone else for that matter
who’d like to read it!) Please do have a think about putting pen to paper, or should
that be fingers to keyboard? A single side of A5 is only about 420 – 450 words, so
why not have a go?
All feedback on the new magazine is also welcome. What would you like to read
about? Do let me know.
Editor
(elizabethmalone@blueyonder.co.uk)

OUR CHOIR HAS RETURNED!
As many of you will be aware, our churches choir
has resumed singing socially distanceD during our
services. We have two choirs, junior and adult,
The Junior Choir is under the direction of Ian
Hunter, an expert in working with children's voices,
and our Adult Choir, working with Rosemary Hodi.
Practice is on a Friday evening. If you would like to take part, new members are
always welcome. Please do contact Rosemary at: rosemary.hodi@gmail.com (or
see her after a service).
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CONFIRMATION
By Jessica Cloake
On Easter Sunday, I was Confirmed by Bishop Graham. It was a beautiful day and a
really lovely service, and it made me feel very proud to be part of such a beautiful
and kind church family.
When we got to the church we sat down with Bishop Graham, and we talked about
why we wanted to be Confirmed. My answer was that it felt like the next step for me
as a Christian. Being the daughter of a priest means that many people assume that I
am a Christian and that I am forced to go to church every week. This is not the case
at all, and I have always been allowed to make my own choices about what I do. I
choose to go to church because I enjoy it and I love being a Christian. I also have
many friends and enjoy being part of things such as PJWYG (our youth group), and
the Junior Choir.
After we had talked about our faith and how we felt, the service began. Because of
coronavirus and travel restrictions, my extended family were not able to be at the
service to see my sister and I be Confirmed. Thankfully, the service was being
streamed on Facebook, where they all watched it live. I am very glad that they were
able to see me get confirmed and, in a way, be there with me.
When it was time to be Confirmed it was a very special moment for me, and I could
tell that it meant a lot to everyone involved. I was surrounded by members of a
church community who I have grown up with and I was taking my next step in my
Christian journey, in the beauty of St Stephen’s Church.
After the service, I proudly held
my candle as we processed out
of the church and when we were
outside, many photos were
taken. It was a very joyous
celebration. I am very proud to
have been confirmed by Bishop
Graham, and I was so happy to
do it with a group of lovely
people, in such beautiful
surroundings.
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CHURCHES AND PEOPLE, 2:
St Mary Woolnoth, London, and Rev John Newton
By Paul Shaw
Stories exist of bewildered travellers
emerging from ‘Bank’ tube station, in the
very heart of the City of London, and being
bemused as to what branch of commerce
might be carried out from this strange
building confronting them! Certainly, this
most original of structures makes very little
concession to traditional ideas over the
proprieties of church building; it seems to
have little in common with the graceful
churches of Christopher Wren or the
mellow stones and noble spires of the
medieval Gothic tradition.
Even now, hemmed in by large, classical
buildings such as the Royal Exchange, with
its bold monumentality, angular profile and
composition, and its rugged and
uncompromising symmetries, it will not
allow itself to be overshadowed by its
larger
but
more
well-mannered
neighbours. In fact, the rearrangement of
the street layout means that the church is
now more prominent than when it was originally built in 1716. The site, however, has
a much longer history, going back at least until the twelfth century, and the church did
survive the Great Fire though subsequently being declared unsafe. The dedication is
very unusual, being in full ‘St Mary Woolnoth of the Nativity’, and it may be that the
dedication includes the name of an early benefactor ‘Wulfnoth’.
The church is the only work in the City of London by Nicholas Hawksmoor (16611736), that most original architectural mind of the English Baroque. Hawksmoor was
born in Nottinghamshire, but his most interesting church buildngs are in London, and
he worked as a clerk in the offices of Christopher Wren; there he was soon noted for
his ‘skill and genius in architecture’. He also assisted Sir John Vanbrugh on the
construction of Castle Howard and Blenheim Palace, and he may have worked with
him on the Woolwich Arsenal, though no documentary proof exists; it is sometimes
difficult to tell apart the work of the two men. Like the leading Victorian architects,
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Hawksmoor’s secret was an original mind applied to deep research into the buildings
of antiquity.
The interior is typical of its date, and much original woodwork survives, but all is
filtered through the genius of the architect, and the overall effect is of monumentality,
symmetry and height, with light coming from large arched windows above an
entablature held up by clusters of columns. Some alteration were made in the
nineteenth century by the renowned neo-Gothic architect Butterfield, but even his
powerful personality appears to have been overawed by the originality of
Hawksmoor’s genius.
The other truly great name associated with the church is that of Rev John Newton
(1725-1807), probably one of the most remarkable men to grace an Anglican pulpit;
he certainly had one of the most remarkable life-stories. The romantic and dramatic
pattern of the evangelical conversion is perfectly enshrined in the story of Newton’s
remarkable career. Born in Wapping, he was taken to sea by his father at the age of
11, later being ‘pressed’ into the Royal Navy. Attempting to desert, he was reduced to
the ranks and flogged before the whole crew. Later, serving on slave ships, he
gradually felt God’s call on his conscience. In 1749, sick with fever whilst serving on
a slaver off the coast of Africa, he finally gave his life whole heartedly to Christ. He
became a dedicated scholar, and after many struggles and setbacks was ordained in
1764. He became Rector of St Mary Woolnoth in 1779, and as one of only two
evangelical preachers in the capital he was soon attracting large congregations. When
he preached to his hearers: ‘I now live to tell you, that there is forgiveness with Him’,
it was clear that he spoke from his own experience. His support for William
Wilberforce’s campaign against the slave trade is well known, and of his popular
hymns ‘Amazing Grace’ is amongst the most celebrated, with its direct appeal to the
springs of Christian faith: ‘I once was lost , but now am found,/Was blind, but now I
see.’

LONDON WALKS & TOURS

As we are now coming out of this third lockdown, you may be interested in the
walking tours of city churches organised by Christian Heritage London. Days
typically start at 10am and continue to 4pm and cost £25 per person for a minimum
group of 4. The London walks include a city tour and guided tour of the British
Museum. More details and how to apply on their website:
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LOVE LOCAL – HOUNSLOW HEATH
by Fliss Morgan
Welcome to Love Local, where I’ll be exploring the interesting places on our
doorstep here in West London. This month: Hounslow Heath.
Fancy a walk in the woods, along the riverbank, or through fields
without having to schlepp out beyond the M25? Hounslow Heath
is your local answer. Bounded on three sides by Hounslow,
Whitton and Feltham, it’s easy to get to from all of them and
offers an astonishing variety of terrain. OK, you still have aircraft
flying over, you can hear traffic on the Staines Road at the
northern end and trains passing at the southern, but for round
here it’s still a big expanse of countryside.
The eastern and central
areas have lots of woodlands and wide field-like
areas bounded by trees. Sometimes you come
across cattle grazing.
The western side has a wide-open area I think
of as the ‘Blasted Heath’ which is quite bare and
bleak, but you do get lots of sky. And at this
time of year it’s lined with blossom.
Wildlife haven
The Heath is home to all sorts of wildlife. I’ve
seen rabbits, kestrels, massive green and
turquoise dragonflies, butterflies of all
descriptions from small blues to Red Admirals
and bright yellow Brimstones, and once even a
few muntjac deer disappearing into the trees.
At this time of year there are exciting signs on
the fences and bins saying there are adders
about, but I’ve never seen one yet.
Walking trails
There are two marked trails: ‘History Hike’ on the eastern side and ‘Wild Walk’ on
the western. You can download maps (mainly aimed at kids) if you wish. I’ve never
bothered to actually try and walk them but I do regularly come across the signposts!
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Hive of activity
Though it’s now a nature reserve it has a long history of
human habitation, activity and industry. Evidence of an
Iron Age village suggests there were people living on it
before the Romans arrived. Kings from William the
Conqueror to Henry VIII hunted on it, while Oliver
Cromwell stationed his troops here at the end of the
English Civil War.
In the 17th century a
water-powered sword
mill near Baber Bridge
at the north-western
end turned out five
different types of sword and later became a
gunpowder mill. In 1908 31 hot-air balloons from
all over Europe took part in The Great Balloon
Race across the Heath, while in 1919 two
Australian brothers, Ross and Keith Smith, made
the first flight from Britain to Australia, taking off from the Heath in a modified Vickers
Vimy bomber.
The thing everyone seems to know about Hounslow
Heath is that it was a haunt of highwaymen – and one
highwaywoman. Mary Frith or ‘Moll Cut-Purse’, who lived
from about 1580 to 1620, was an interesting character;
she dressed in men’s clothes, smoked a pipe, and once
won a bet by riding from Charing Cross to Shoreditch
dressed as a man, carrying a banner and blowing a
trumpet.
How to get there:
From Whitton
Buses 110 and 111 along Hanworth Road, Simpson Road
stop. With the Edgar Road estate on your left, walk to the
end of Simpson Road and you’ll see the gate on to the Heath straight ahead.
From Hounslow
Buses 116, 117, 235 all stop at Barrack Road ‘The Hussar’, right opposite the
entrance to the Heath car park on the Staines Road.
From Feltham
Bus H26 along Carlton Avenue, stop ‘Crane Valley Walkway’ near the entrance into
the riverside area, where you go across a couple of bridges and come out on the
side of the ‘Blasted Heath’.
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OUTSIDE THE BACK DOOR
MAY BRINGS …
May brings flocks of pretty lambs
Skipping by their fleecy dams.
I think it’s fair to say that you’re unlikely to see
many skipping lambs in and around either
Hounslow or Whitton these days and certainly
not in my garden! However, I do have rather
fond memories of an overnight stay in the Lake
District at a rather unusually named pub if I
remember correctly (possibly the Eagle and
Child near Kendal) where unseasonably warm
April weather meant that we sat outside in their
beer garden (in the days when you could
choose between sitting outside or in!) from
which we were entertained all evening by
gambolling lambs!

Lake District lamb!

In the gardening world, May is normally associated with the Chelsea Flower Show
but currently this is planned for September for the first time in its history. Chelsea
normally means alliums. Lots of those purple pompoms on sticks that contrast so
vividly with the acid greens of spring foliage. We’ve grown quite a few alliums in the
garden over the years with varying success. We have plenty of Allium Purple
Sensation which have multiplied but we’re also rather fond of Allium Roseum which,
as its name suggests, is a light rosy pink. It’s also a more open flower that the usual
tight globes. I’ve yet to be tempted by any of the giant Alliums that you see around.
If you have any of the smaller globe types, such as Purple Sensation, let the
flowerheads dry out after flowering and try to keep them intact through the autumn.
Last year we succeeded in doing this and John was then able to spray the seed
heads silver to decorate our Advent crown.
I’ve often mentioned how I’m drawn to purple flowering plants and May is when the
flower border really does turn purple. As well as the alliums, it’s time for the
geraniums to get going and we have some very large clumps of Geranium
Johnson’s Blue which isn’t blue at all. Like many geraniums (cranesbill), this one
will spread anywhere and take over the entire garden given the chance so I crawl
around on hands and knees teasing out its running roots every spring to try to
maintain some order!
I’ve gradually come to realise that if a geranium is happy, it will quickly turn into a
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thug! A few years ago we visited the garden belonging to the parents of newsreader
Sophie Raworth. I saw a very unusual deep pink geranium that I liked. It took a
white to track this down but John eventually located it in a small specialist nursery
and gave it to me as a birthday present. It has the extremely wordy title of Geranium
oxonianum thurstonianum and is described by the RHS as “a vigorous perennial”.
Three years ago it arrived in a small 5cm square pot. The clump is now at least
50cm across! Thankfully it’s very pretty and flowers its socks off!
Another more recent purple acquisition and favourite is Centaurea Jordy. Centaurea
is the posh name for perennial cornflowers or knapweed. I’m afraid that I’m of the
generation where mention of the word ‘knapweed’ conjures up Constable Knapweed
from the children’s TV series ‘The Herbs’ (very educational!) This cornflower is a
deep, dark, beetrooty purple. It’s great for bees, butterflies and other beneficial
insects. Unfortunately it does have a tendency to develop mildewy leaves and to be
nibbled by those insects so sadly mine always seems to start the spring well but
then falters. May be this year will be different?
Sticking with the colour purple, Clematis Niobe should also be in flower in May. I
used to rate clematis as my favourite plant and we have lots of different varieties
around the garden. It would even be true to say that we have some form of clematis
in flower every month of the year. However, if it is my favourite plant, then it does
seem some years since I added a new one. Perhaps the empty fence behind where
the birch tree used to be is crying out for one?
I’m also hoping that our Wisteria Amethyst Falls will produce some decent flowers
this year. Often advertised as ‘abundantly flowering’, I would disagree! We chose
this variety as we don’t have an appropriate spot for a huge, traditional wisteria.
This one is certainly smaller and lower growing but it’s also been quite difficult to
establish and persuade to flower. In its defence, it could be that it’s being drowned
out by an over-enthusiastic cotoneaster growing alongside.
Finally, I mentioned the Raworth’s garden above which we visited as part of the
National Garden Scheme. We all need some different gardens to visit this year so
please do consider booking a visit to an NGS garden. These openings of private
gardens help to raise huge sums of money for health charities such as Macmillan,
HospiceUK, Marie Curie and Parkinson’s. Whether the garden you choose to visit is
large or small, I promise you won’t be disappointed!

Read an illustrated version of this article at
https://outsidethebackdoor.wordpress.com
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A MESSAGE FROM THE BISHOP OF LONDON ON THE DEATH
OF HRH THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH
I remember being particularly touched by what The Queen said
of Prince Philip on their golden wedding anniversary: “He is
someone who doesn’t take easily to compliments. He has, quite
simply, been my strength and stay all these years, and I, and
his whole family, and this and many other countries, owe him a
debt greater than he would ever claim or we shall ever know.”
To reflect now on their life of dedication, to one another and to the people, is special.
The fact their golden wedding anniversary was almost a quarter of a century ago is
in itself remarkable. They have been married over 73 years, with four children, eight
grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren. Side-by-side they’ve travelled all over the
world, from Australia to America, Africa to India, flying the flag for the
Commonwealth headed up by Her Majesty. They’ve shared total commitment to
their duties and service and they always had each other to lighten the burden of
public life with a little bit of laughter.
Her Majesty The Queen was in Kenya at the time of her father’s death on a tour of
the Commonwealth. A very young woman, away from home, suddenly and
devastatingly bereaved, she made a simple statement of commitment, a statement
that she would be there for those she governed, that she was dedicating herself to
them. In a message released on Accession Day, Princess Elizabeth wrote: In this
special year, as I dedicate myself anew to your service, I hope we will all be
reminded of the power of togetherness and the convening strength of family,
friendship and good neighbourliness. Beside her then, as he has been since, was
Prince Philip.
‘Dedication’ is a word rooted in classical and biblical language: in this context, to be
‘dedicated’ is to be absolutely removed from other uses, being completely available
to God. Whilst it was the Princess who gave the historic message, the commitment
to dedication was also made by Prince Philip. That dedication is clear in his naval
career, during which he saw active service in the Second World War, achieving the
rank of Commander. But I think to all of us it is clearest in his work in support of The
Queen. In 2009 he became the longest serving British consort in the history of our
nation. His dedication to his other passions: conservation, engineering and the Duke
of Edinburgh Award, has touched us all, and will continue to do so for generations.
To declare a lifelong dedication is to take a huge risk, to embark on a costly venture.
It is clear to me that The Queen’s words spoken about her husband over 20 years
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ago remain as true today: we owe him a debt greater than he would ever claim, or
we shall ever know.
My prayers are with Her Majesty The Queen and the Royal Family at this time. I
pray that they may know God’s comfort and peace.
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COOKERY CORNER
TINNED HAM AND FLAGEOLET BEAN CRUMBLE
Continuing our theme of store cupboard staples, tinned proteins are great to have in
stock and also tend to be very reasonably priced. This recipe was prompted by a
suggestion from our congregation. As mentioned before, please do email me to let
me know what is in YOUR store cupboard...
Ingredients:
• 300g canned ham, diced
• 2 cans of flageolet beans (any white bean will work just as well!)
• 1 can condensed soup (chicken / mushroom / celery)
• 150ml milk
• knob of butter
• tbs of flour
• 1 small onion, finely diced
• 1 leek, finely sliced
• 150g mushrooms, finely diced
• 2 garlic cloves, minced
• 1 vegetable or chicken stock cube
• 100g plain flour
• 50g oats
• 50g cubed cold butter
• 2tsp dried mixed herbs
Method:
Preheat the oven to 180 degrees, or gas mark 4.
Place a fairly shallow ovenproof casserole or similar over a moderate heat, melt the
butter, and sauté the onion, leek and mushrooms until beginning to turn translucent,
and add the garlic. Add in the flour, and season with salt and pepper. Carefully stir
in the milk, the crumbled stock cube, and the condensed soup. Turn off the heat,
and stir in the ham and beans.
To make the crumble topping, simply use the tips of your fingers to crumble the cold
butter into the flour. When it resembles small peas, toss through the oats and dried
herbs. Strew across the top, and bake in the oven for 30 minutes, or until golden
brown.
Genna Martinez
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KITCHEN EQUIPMENT WORDSEARCH
This month’s wordsearch contains the names of 40 items of kitchen equipment. The
9 unused letters form the main ingredient of a traditional Sunday lunch which could
be prepared using the kitchen equipment. Solution next month.
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SOLUTION TO BRIDGES WORDSEARCH
ALBERT, BARNES, BATTERSEA, BLACKFRIARS, CHELSEA, CHISWICK,
EATON, FULHAM, GROSVENOR, HENLEY, KEW, KINGSTON, LAMBETH,
LONDON, MAIDENHEAD, MARLOW, OSNEY, PUTNEY, TAPLOW,
TEDDINGTON, TOWER, TWICKENHAM, WALTON, WANDSWORTH,
WATERLOO, WESTMINSTER, WINDSOR. The 23 unused letters formed BRIDGE
OVER TROUBLED WATER.
John Barnes
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SS PHILIP & JAMES CHURCH
The Heart of Christ in the Heart of Whitton
Hounslow Road, Whitton, Twickenham, TW2 7DY
with

St Stephen Hounslow
Know God’s Love and Believe
Parkside Road, Hounslow, TW3 2BP
Vicar:

The Revd David Cloake

Email: vicarssh@gmail.com

Correspondence to :
The Vicarage, 205 Kneller Road, Whitton, Twickenham, TW2 7DY
Parishes Administrator - Helen Bott
Parish Office (Answerphone) 020 8898 2694
Email: office@whittonchurch.com
Please contact the office for all hall, general enquiries and to arrange a Wedding,
Baptism or Funeral.
Safeguarding Officer:

Mrs. Angela Bowman

020 8893 4918

Keep in touch:
Websites:

https://www.whittonchurch.com/
http://www.saintstephenhounslow.church/

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/SaintStephenHounslow/
https://www.facebook.com/philipjameswhitton/

CROSSBridges Deadline
The next edition of CROSSBridges will be the June 2021 issue. Items for inclusion
should be emailed to the editor – elizabethmalone@blueyonder.co.uk
Please forward your contribution by Friday 14 May 2021 at the absolute latest!
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