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REFLECTIONS ON THE SEASONS FROM THE VICAR 
 
One of the privileges and pleasures of my profession is that I get to represent a 
portion of the ministry of the two parishes in what I do day by day. My ministry is 
your ministry, and I am paid and housed to do what needs to be done on your 
behalf. It is one of the best jobs in the world, albeit arduous at times - like Christian 
ministry in all its forms.  
 
As part of the ‘grand overview’ that I enjoy on your behalf, it was my honour to watch 
six families enjoy a precious moment of new beginning yesterday. I am writing this 
on the first Monday in Advent after a day where six separate acts of worship took 
place in our churches, and within those sacred moments, I gathered with those six 
families for their new beginnings. Two of those families were those of St Stephen’s 
and Ss Philip & James and together we welcomed the new Christian Year. Both 
families, in those services where they celebrated the Eucharist apart or enjoyed 
Choral Evensong together, heard and learned something of the spiritual nature of 
their new story, just beginning. The third family brought one of their youngest 
members to receive Holy Baptism with the fourth and fifth witnessing members of 
their respective number being joined together in the moment of their marriage, 
thereby forming a sixth new family.  
 
So much anticipation, so much life, so much joy, so much hope (and a fair amount of 
maths it seems).  
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Advent, as I lament each year, is easily glossed over. We tear towards a fulsome 
Christmas which, in my experience, is over before it really gets started. For a truly 
magical Christmas, Christians must purposefully watch and wait for the Christ-child. 
We can fall into the trap of taking it all for granted but we can learn a lesson from the 
prophets like Isaiah and Joel who looked forward and waited but didn’t see it in their 
lifetime. Early Christians, with Jesus of Nazareth in their living memory, also 
watched and waited for his eventual return. That day has yet to come, but we must 
learn afresh the sacred art of expectancy. To paraphrase the words of the poet 
Richard Baxter (1691), let the Lord come and find us with our ‘lamps furnished’. 
 
A blessed Advent, a Holy Christmas and a spirit-blessed New Year to you all - and 
with love and prayers from the Vicarage, 
 
Fr David 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/philipjamesstephen 
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REGULAR SERVICE TIMES 

All services listed are in person with some being live-streamed in addition. 
 
Sundays 9:30am - Eucharist at Ss Philip & James + Live-stream 
Sundays 11:00am - Eucharist at St Stephen's  
Mondays 9:30am – Morning Prayer – Live stream on Facebook 
Tuesdays  9:30am - Holy Communion at St Stephen's + Live-stream 
Wednesdays 9.30am – Morning Prayer – Live stream on Facebook 
Thursdays 9:30am – Holy Communion at Ss Philip & James + Live stream 
 
First Sunday in each month All Age Service at each church ie. 09:30am at 
SSPJ and 11:00am at SSH. 
 
Sunday 8am: BCP Holy Communion on odd-numbered weeks and CW Said 
Eucharist on even-numbered weeks (please note that there will no sermon at this 
service). These will take place at Ss Philip & James Church and will not be 
streamed. 

https://www.facebook.com/philipjamesstephen


READINGS FOR MID-DECEMBER – JANUARY 2022 
 
12th Dec  Advent 3 
  Zephaniah 3.14-20;  Philippians 4.4-7;  Luke 3.7-18 
 
19th Dec  Advent 4 
  Micah 5.2-5a;  Hebrews 10.5-10;  Luke 1.39-45(46-55) 
 
26th Dec  SSH Patronal Festival / Christmas 1 
  SSH:  2 Chronicles 24.20-22;  Acts 7.51-end;  Matthew 10.17-22 
  SSPJ:  1 Samuel 2.18-20,26;  Colossians 3.12-17;  Luke 2.41-52 
 
2nd Jan  Feast of the Epiphany 
  Isaiah 60.1-6;  Ephesians 3.1-12;  Matthew 2.1-12 
 
9th Jan  Baptism of Christ 
  Isaiah 43.1-7;  Acts 8.14-17;  Luke 3.15-17,21-22 
 
16th Jan  Epiphany 2 
  Isaiah 62.1-5;  1 Corinthians 12.1-11;  John 2.1-11 
 
23rd Jan  Epiphany 3 
  Nehemiah 8.1-3,5-6,8-10;  1 Corinthians 12.12-31a;  Luke 4.14-21 
 
30th Jan  Epiphany 4 
  Ezekiel 43.27-44.4;  1 Corinthians 13.1-13;  Luke 2.22-40 
 

INTERCESSIONS – mid-December – January 2022 

 
For daily prayer intentions, please see the calendar on the Ss Philip & 
James website. 
 
12th December  Women’s refuges 

19th December  Shooting Star Hospice 

26th December The persecuted church 

 
2nd January  Orthodox churches 

9th January  Homelink 

16th January  Those fighting addiction 

23rd January  St Paul’s Cathedral 

30th January  Queen Elizabeth II 
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https://www.whittonchurch.com/calendar


BOOK REVIEW:  
Lighten Our Darkness - Simon Reynolds 
 

It’s interesting regarding the context of the Advent Evensong 
service as I’m writing this review before the service has taken 
place, whereas you are reading this after the service has taken 
place. So, I will try and reflect this timey-wimey fact in my review.  
 
I should say that the reason that I mention our Advent evensong 
service, is because ‘Lighten Our Darkness’ by Simon Reynolds is 
all about celebrating the mystic wonder of Choral Evensong. 
Personally, I’ve never had the pleasure of attending an Evensong 
Service, so I was really interested in learning more about it 
beforehand. Of course from your perspective if you enjoyed the 

service and wish to know more about what is behind the different elements of the 
service, I would definitely recommend this book!  
 
It is a nice, short introductory walk into the history and importance of Evensong in 
the life of the Church of England. It breaks the service down into five parts; the 
responses, the psalms, the readings, the canticles and the prayers, explaining how 
each stand alone as their own entity whilst playing their role in the wider collective 
service. I’ve included a quote from the book, in which the author tries to explain the 
spiritual work at play in Evensong. “There will be times when we will bring to worship 
a measure of sorrow or barely contained exhilaration in which the music at 
Evensong can be for us a crucial means of expressing those aspects of our lives for 
which words seem elusive or inadequate”. Now, I can’t currently say that these 
feelings are true, but I hope that I will get to have a spiritual encounter that reflects 
these words and I hope that you were able to have an experience similar to this at 
our service.  
 
If you now have the evensong bug and want to know more the book does also 
contain information about other services you can attend or books that go into more 
depth. Overall, I would give ‘Lighten Our Darkness’ by Simon Reynolds three out of 
five Bibles.  

Nathan Barrett 

/  
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ST. STEPHEN’S COMMUNITY GARDEN PROJECT  
by Angela Sharp 
 
For many years Fred has done his best to look after St Stephen’s church grounds 
amongst other church and life commitments. I’m not sure if he’s had helpers over 
the years apart from his Kew tree surgeon friend who has kept the cedars trim and 
healthy and I understand Roy has combined organ practice with a bit of clearance 
too.  At one point several years ago I tried to help out, with some assistance from my 
husband Peter, and we did cut some plants back from time to time. But it was a lot 
to take on and I was unable to commit to it too often as I was so busy doing it 
professionally all week, plus I had other commitments at times too of course.  
 
When we had our interim discussions after Father Raymond’s retirement about what 
we wanted as parishioners for the future, one of the things Peter voiced was a wish 
to see the grounds look better and used more. Although I have needed to rest my 
joints at the weekend due to gardening all week for a living, Peter has been helping 
with the gardening volunteer team to start to prune back some plants, and clear 
unwanted ones in the grounds. However, I am hoping I may have some useful 
knowledge to impart, and some opinions to express no doubt, at the planning 
discussions in December. I do garden planning, and planting designs, as part of my 
job from time to time, as well as at home of course. The great advantage of the bed 
outside the lady chapel is that it faces south, so that’s quite a luxury as most plants 
will thrive there. However we have to remember it’s a public garden and we won’t be 
able to have anything too precious, delicate or of course with poisonous berries. 
Some of the plants can certainly be re-used and increased in number by splitting 
them. 
 
All sorts of ideas have been mooted for the gardens, 
so it would be good to start to mould these into 
something that is going to work for everyone. 
Already, Peter has noticed that with the other gates 
unlocked, people are starting to wander through the 
grounds, which will not only have a beneficial effect 
on them – a mini park in an area where there’s not 
otherwise much that isn’t concrete or building – but 
also on discouraging anti-social behaviour with any 
luck. 
 
I am really looking forward to seeing the plans come to fruition.  With thanks to 
Nathan for getting this project off the ground. 
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LOVE LOCAL – THE CRANE 

by Fliss Morgan 
 
Exploring the interesting places on our doorstep in West London. This month: A 
walk along the River Crane from Hounslow to Twickenham.  This is a really 
good walk to do in the winter, as the paths are mostly paved (and therefore, usually 
dry) and there’s still plenty to see. 
 
Distance: Just over 2 ½ miles (4.2km) in one direction, without the detour round the 
nature reserve.  
 
Start at the entrance to the north side of Crane Park on the Hanworth Road (the one 
near Ellerman Avenue).  
 
Getting there: Bus 111 runs along Hanworth Road, Ellerman Avenue stop.  
Head into Crane Park and down the path. There’s a map here if you want to check 
where you’re going. The path goes through the trees, then out into an open area 
which is a popular spot for dog walking. You’ll see Crane Park’s famous landmark, 
the Shot Tower, ahead.  

 
Natural detour 
Just before you get to the Shot Tower, you can 
take an optional detour around the tiny island 
nature reserve by going through a gate on the 
right and across the bridge. It only takes about 
ten minutes to walk around the island but it’s well 
worth doing. The view changes constantly from 
sluices and rushing water to still water to 
reedbeds, the remains of old gunpowder works 
and a dipping platform (where schoolchildren fish 
small creatures out of the water to study).  
Once you’ve been round the nature reserve, carry 
on past the Shot Tower. There is an option to 
follow a path that runs right along the river but be 
warned: it’s rough and can be muddy, especially 
at this time of year! Look for a track going off to 
the right, down to the river, just past the Shot 
Tower. Otherwise, carry on along the path; there 
are wonderful views wherever you look.  
 

Flood warnings 
When you get to the point where the path divides and the left-hand fork goes up to a 
gate on to the main road (A316), take the right-hand fork that goes under the road  
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Sluices at entrance to nature 

reserve 



bridge. It’s a good idea to stop and check there’s no-one coming the other way. If 
there’s been a lot of rain, the bit under the bridge can be very damp or even flooded 
– if it is you can go up to the main road, cross at the pedestrian crossings and go 
back into the park on the other side.  There is a second road bridge a couple of 
hundred yards along from the first one, but this one isn’t usually flooded.  I tend to 
think of this section as the ‘Crane Park extension’. Some of it hugs the river closely, 
and it’s not uncommon to see a heron standing around in the water.  

 
Carry on through Crane Park until you reach 
the Meadway. Cross the road carefully and go 
into Kneller Gardens. There’s a café and 
toilets straight ahead if you fancy a break. 
Otherwise, take the right-hand path, past the 
large wooden owl statue, along the river.  
 
Mandarin-spotting 
Have a good look at the river here. As well as 
the usual mallards, coots and moorhens, 
there’s a 
colony of 

Mandarin ducks. The drakes are easy to spot with 
their bright copper and blue plumage; the females 
are smaller and less showy.  
 
Take either of the bridges out of Kneller Gardens 
and turn left down the road that runs through the 
Mereway nature reserve. (If you go across the 
second bridge be careful not to take the gravel 
path directly on the left. That’s the start of the 
Duke of Northumberland’s River walk featured in a 
previous issue of CROSSBridges!) You should 
spot the ‘Crane River Walk’ signs that point to the 
left. At the end of the road turn left and go down 
under the railway bridge (follow the blue sign pointing to ‘RUT College’). This can 
sometimes be flooded too … the hazards of a river walk! There’s a ledge along one 
side you can use if it is flooded.  
 
We lose the river for a bit, heading along between the railway line on the right and 
the rubbish and recycling depot on the left (oh, the glamour …) but before too long 
you’ll see the gate into Craneford Recreation Ground on the right. Go through the 
gate and follow the brown gravel path across the recreation ground into the  
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 Crane Park is brilliant in the winter 

 

Spot the Mandarin ducks! 



attractive little mini-woodland section at the far end. (Ignore the left turn – though it 
eventually goes to the same place it misses out the woodland section.)  
At the other side we find the river again, as you go over a bridge and down a little 
lane. At the end, of this lane, just before the railway bridge, you’ll see the entrance to 
Twickenham Junction Rough on your left.  
 
Fountain finale 
Go through the gate and walk along 
Twickenham Junction Rough. This 
is an attractive wild and wooded 
path with lots of lovely trees, 
including a huge fallen one regularly 
climbed upon by young people. We 
finally meet the river again on the 
left-hand side near the end of the 
walk, where the path goes up a little 
slope and comes out at a circular fountain, almost directly opposite Twickenham 
railway station.  
 
From here you could retrace your steps, head into Twickenham for some 
refreshments, or catch a 281 or H22 bus back towards Whitton and Hounslow. 
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OUTSIDE THE BACK DOOR 
LET IT SNOW? 
 

Chill December brings the sleet, 

Blazing fire, and Christmas treat. 

January brings the snow, 

Makes our feet and fingers glow. 
 
My first Outside the Back Door based on Sara Coleridge's poem, "The Garden Year" 
was written in February last year - so we missed January!  For this edition of 
CROSSBridges that spans from December into January, I thought it was interesting 
that both relevant verses feature sleet and snow.  I remember this poem so clearly 
from childhood and yet, if I'm honest, I can only remember one white Christmas 
whilst I was growing up.  With climate change, the likelihood of a white Christmas in 
London and the south-east diminishes with each passing year.   
 
That said, you may recall earlier this year we did indeed have snow!  On 24th 
January the country was deep in the heart of Lockdown 3 and many of us were 
viewing the Sunday morning Eucharist on Facebook when suddenly down came the 
snow!  There were lots of comments that Fr Vernon, who was on duty that Sunday, 
and Rachel (on the organ) were going to have a shock when they headed outside to 
discover the world had turned white! 
 
Overlooking the turning circle at the end of our road, there were a lot of excited 
children building snowmen, making snow angels and being pulled along on sleds 
whilst everyone tried to stay in their strict family bubbles.  The shrieks and shouts of 
excitement were all the more louder given the confined circumstances we were all in 
at the time. 
 
I'm not a huge fan of snow.  I'm sure lots of you would agree, it's all very pretty 
unless you have to get somewhere!  The beauty of last year's lockdown snow was 
that there was nowhere to go and nothing to do!  As a result, I think I enjoyed that 

snow fall more than most.  Working from home, it was quite a 
relief not to have to worry about train services, opening times, 
staff rosters etc.  Although in fairness some of my staff did have 
to travel in but we only had reduced services running due to the 
lockdown which made it much easier than a normal ‘snow day’.   
 
We also did what all Norwegian Forest Cat owners seem to do – 
we threw ours outside into the cold to take some photos of them 
in their native habitat!  To be honest, they’re not that keen on this  
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white slippy stuff and they rushed back indoors to a warm radiator within minutes! 
 
As well as our footprints and the cats’ paw prints, I do enjoy seeing what else leaves 
its mark across the snow.  It’s the one time you get to see the criss-crossing patterns 
left by birds hopping around in search of food.  That’s the great thing about a winter 
cold snap, you never quite know what might fly into your garden.  In that famous 
snowfall that brought London to a standstill a few years’ ago, we had a flock of 
redpolls turn up to raid the seeds on our birch tree.  Almost without fail, by the end of 
January the large cotoneaster at the end of our garden will have been stripped of all 
its berries by an invasion of redwings.  You really know that winter has arrived when 
you spot the redwings.  At the end of January it will be the RSPB’s Big Garden 
Birdwatch again and we will be glued to the garden with our binoculars to record our 
feathered friends and to see if anything out of the ordinary turns up. 
 

Prior to the snow, on 10th January 2021 my 
photos tell me that we experienced an 
amazing hoar frost.  Sometimes I think this is 
prettier than snow.  Snow tends to weigh 
things down whereas a hoar frost covers 
everything in the garden in sparkling jewels.  I 
wrapped up to the nines and had a fun half 
hour or so walking around the garden for as 
long as my frozen fingers could hold the 
phone, photographing sparkling leaves, 
crystalline cobwebs and icing sugar dusted 
berries. 

 
By the end of January it starts to feel like we’re emerging from the darkness of 
winter.  It will be almost light at five o’clock in the evening and the first flowers of the 
new year will be starting to emerge.  If I remember exactly when to look, I might just 
see my tiny clump of snowdrops at the end of the garden.  Last year our daily walks 
often took us through Hampton Cemetery where the crocuses were already looking 
stunning by the end of the month.  As a result, I’ve planted bowls of crocus to have 
on our patio this year and I can already see them pushing up through the soil.  I’m 
very much looking forward to seeing their burst of colour but in the meantime, it’s 
cold, it’s windy, it’s rainy and it’s time to curl up in front of that blazing fire! 
 

Elizabeth Malone 
https://outsidethebackdoor.wordpress.com 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 
 
There are now fully up to date calendars on both the SSPJ and SSH websites.  
These include details of church events as well as those activities going on in our 
halls.   
 
The new year will bring the usual coffee mornings at SSPJ, further community 
lunches and gardening events at SSH.  Dates are in the process of being finalised 
so please do keep an eye on the calendars and for Facebook announcements. 
 
 

CROSSBRIDGES IN PRINT? 
 
This edition of CROSSBridges is our first ever in print!  However, for the moment it is 
a ‘one-off’ special edition for the Christmas season and the big question for the new 
year is whether we go back to providing print as a standard offering? 
 
At St Stephen’s a small, dedicated band were delivering magazines to subscribers 
and at Ss Philip & James there is already a team giving time to delivering the Faith 
Book.  Door to door delivery therefore seems a lot to ask in these uncertain times. 
 
I am therefore considering offering a print and post subscription that would probably 
be priced at something like £20:00 for 10 issues per year.  However, before we 
embark on this, I would like to ask you, the readership, to say whether you would be 
interested in this?   
 
If you would definitely like a printed copy of CROSSBridges posted to you each 
month, please could you either email me (elizabethmalone@blueyonder.co.uk) or 
phone on 07936 817643 and leave a message.   
 
Meanwhile, I am always looking for articles, so please don’t be shy in writing 
something and sharing it with our parish communities. 

(Editor) 
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COOKERY CORNER 
CHRISTMAS VEGGIE ACCOMPANIMENTS 
 
Two slightly different vegetable sides – who says the turkey or goose has to do all 
the heavy lifting? 
 
Green Beans - Ingredients: 
500g fresh green beans, trimmed 
50g butter 
30g raisins 
60g flaked almonds, toasted 
 
Method: 
Steam the green beans until just cooked (this really does not take long at all). Once 
steamed let them air dry and cool for five or ten minutes.  Whilst they are gently 
cooling melt the butter in a large frying or sauté pan.  When melted, delicately shake 
the green beans into the butter, and toss, cook for only a few minutes until coasted 
and glistening.  Place onto a serving platter, and top with the raisins and flaked 
almonds. 
 
Butternut squash – Ingredients; 
2 medium squash, peeled, deseeded, and sliced into ¾ inch slices 
50g butter 
4 sage leaves 
30g dried cranberries 
60g crumbled feta or soft goat’s cheese 
50g toasted walnuts 
 
Method: 
Preheat the oven to 180 degrees or gas mark 4. 
 
In a small saucepan over a very low heat very gently melt the butter – add the sage 
leaves and allow to infuse for a good few minutes.  Use this sage butter to baste the 
squash during cooking.  
 
Place the prepared squash in a large roasting tin, and spritz with a little oil to prevent 
burning, season with salt and pepper. Roast the squash until tender. This can take 
up to an hour. 
 
When the squash is cooked, place on a serving platter and top with the dried 
cranberries, feta and walnuts 
 

Genna Martinez 
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OLD TESTAMENT WORDSEARCH 
 
This month’s wordsearch contains the names of 30 books in the Old Testament.  
The 14 unused letters give the first three words in the Bible.  Solution next year. 
 

Z P S A L M S S G N I K S M 

H E I N E C T R E H T S E I 

A A P Y U H H A N O J H T C 

G Z I H M R G E N E S I S A 

G E J A A O E O B A D I A H 

A C E S S N N B J O B E I A  

I H R E B I I O E G S H S I 

S A E G R C I A R O N T E M 

U R M D E L N M H E I U L E 

D I I U V E N G U S T R C H 

O A A J O S H U A H O U C E 

X H H S R E B M U N A M E N 

E Z R A P J O E L E I N A D 

 

SOLUTION TO FARM WORDSEARCH 
 
BARN, BULL, CALF,  CART, CAT, CHICKEN, COW, DUCK, DOG, FARMHOUSE,  
FERRET, FERTILISER, FODDER, GOAT, GOOSE, HARROW, HARVESTER,  
HAY, HORSE, LAMB, MANGER, MOUSE, PIG, PLOUGH, RAM, RAT, SEED, 
SHEEP, SHOP,  SILAGE,  SOW, STABLE, STORE,  STRAW, TABLET, TRACTOR, 
TRAILER, TROUGH, TURKEY, WORKSHOP.  The 3 unused letters formed EGG. 

John Barnes 
 

2021 
By Nigel Beeton 
 
At the passing of time I’m aghast 
Another New Year coming fast! 
Can it be that much worse 
Or more of a curse 
Than this horrible year that has passed? 
 
Amusing to discover this poem written for January 2021!!  (ed.) 
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SS PHILIP & JAMES CHURCH 
The Heart of Christ in the Heart of Whitton 
Hounslow Road, Whitton, Twickenham, TW2 7DY 
 

with 
 

St Stephen Hounslow 
Know God’s Love and Believe 
Parkside Road, Hounslow, TW3 2BP 

 
Vicar:  The Revd David Cloake  Email:  vicarssh@gmail.com 
 
Correspondence to : 
The Vicarage, 205 Kneller Road, Whitton, Twickenham, TW2 7DY 
 
Parishes Administrator - Helen Bott 
Parish Office (Answerphone) 020 8898 2694 
Email: office@whittonchurch.com 
 
Please contact the office for all hall, general enquiries and to arrange a Wedding, 
Baptism or Funeral. 
 
Safeguarding Officer: Mrs. Angela Bowman 020 8893 4918   
 
Keep in touch: 

Websites:   https://www.whittonchurch.com/ 

http://www.saintstephenhounslow.church/ 

Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/philipjamesstephen 
 

 
 
CROSSBridges Deadline 
 
The edition of CROSSBridges will be the February 2022 issue. Items for inclusion 
should be emailed to the editor – elizabethmalone@blueyonder.co.uk 
Please forward your contribution by Monday 17th January. 
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