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SUBSCRIPTION ONLY
The current edition of CROSSBridges is now only available to subscribers. Please
encourage your fellow parishioners to sign up! Invitations have been sent out to all
via ChurchSuite and further details are on the back page of this edition. Thank you.

INTERCESSIONS – JUNE 2022
For daily prayer intentions, please see the calendar on the Ss Philip &
James website. In addition to praying for our Parish Communities
each Sunday, you may like to focus on the following:
5th

Our Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations

12th

For those studying for exams

19th

A greater ability to share our faith with others

26th

Our uniformed organisations
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REGULAR SERVICE TIMES
All services listed are in person with some being live-streamed in addition.
Sundays
9:30am - Eucharist at Ss Philip & James + Live-stream
Sundays
11:00am - Eucharist at St Stephen's
Mondays
9:30am – Morning Prayer – Live stream on Facebook
Tuesdays 9:30am - Holy Communion at St Stephen's + Live-stream
Wednesdays
9.30am – Morning Prayer – Live stream on Facebook
Thursdays 9:30am – Holy Communion at Ss Philip & James + Live stream
First Sunday in each month All Age Service at each church ie. 09:30am at
SSPJ and 11:00am at SSH.
Sunday 8am: BCP Holy Communion on odd-numbered weeks and CW Said
Eucharist on even-numbered weeks (please note that there will no sermon at this
service). These will take place at Ss Philip & James Church and will not be
streamed.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/philipjamesstephen
Service Booklets are now on the ‘Featured events’ links on the calendar pages on
our websites. Click on the link to the relevant service at either:
https://saintstephenhounslow.church/calendar
OR
https://www.whittonchurch.com/calendar

YOUR SERVANT ELIZABETH
Gracious God, we give You thanks
for the reign of Your servant Elizabeth our Queen,
and for the example of loving and faithful service
which she has shown among us.
Help us to follow her example of dedication
and to commit our lives to You and to one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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READINGS FOR JUNE 2022
5th

Pentecost
Acts 2.1-21; Romans 8.14-17; John 14.8-17(25-27)

12th

Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8.1-4,22-31; Romans 5.1-5; John 16.12-15

19th

Trinity 1 (Proper 7)
Isaiah 65.1-9; Galatians 3.23-29; Luke 8.26-39

26th

Trinity 2 (Proper 8)
1 Kings 19.15-16,19-21; Galatians 5.1,13-25; Luke 9.51-62

A SMALL DROP OF WATER
Ancient Celtic baptism blessing
A small drop of water slowly
To thy forehead, belov’d one,
Meet for Father, Spirit, Son,
Trinity of virtue holy.
A small drop of water slowly
To encompass, belov’d one,
Meet for Father, Spirit, Son,
Trinity of virtue holy.
A small drop of water slowly
For each grace’s filling done,
Meet for Father, Spirit, Son,
Trinity of virtue holy.
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BOOK REVIEW:
Why Sacraments? By Andrew Davidson
SPCK Publishing, 978-0281063925, from £7.99
In the last book review I did for CrossBridges, I reviewed ‘The Cross: Word and
Sacrament’ by Adrienne Von Speyr which looked at the relationship between the
seven last sayings of Christ upon the cross and the institution of the seven
Sacraments. Following on from this introductory book, ‘Why Sacraments?’ is the
perfect read in order to dive deeper into our understanding of the Sacraments and
the role that they play in both our spiritualty and how God works within the world.
As a recap, a sacrament is defined as being an
outward sign of an inward grace e.g. Baptism’s
outward sign is the pouring of water, the inward
grace is that of the forgiveness of sins and salvation
through the incorporation into the church. Baptism is
one of the seven sacraments along with Eucharist,
Confirmation, Marriage, Holy Orders, Confession
and Anointing. Within this there is of course a
debate, which was at the heart of the reformation,
between the notion of just the two (Baptism and
Eucharist) or the seven. Andrew Davidson however
lays out an interesting argument that the evidence is
there that Christ did institute or afirm each of the
sacraments. With each of them having their own
distinct nature both in form and matter, creating their
own particular significance for the Christian life and
for the outpouring of God’s grace.
This has really informed my understanding of the sacraments as someone who is
testing their calling into the Priesthood (the sacrament of Holy Orders), whose
primary role is to officiate over the sacraments. As an interesting point of reference Deacons, can preside over Baptisms and Marriages; Priests can additionally preside
over the Eucharist, Confessions and Anointings; Bishops can additionally preside
over Confirmations and Holy Orders.
I found it an easy read that contained nuggets of great wisdom. I would highly
recommend this book to you all, to help us come to better grasp the faith of which
we proclaim and of the sacrament that we partake in every Sunday.
Nathan Barrett
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ORDINATION AND CONSECRATION OF BISHOPS
By Fred Michell
On Tuesday 25th January I went to St. Paul’s Cathedral at the invitation of Sarah, the
Bishop of London. There was a service of Eucharist with the Ordination and
Consecration of three bishops. When I got there, I was shown to a front row seat
under the dome.
Justin Welby, the Archbishop of Canterbury was officiating, and in his introduction
he said this was an exceptional event because three people were being made
bishop at the same service. As well as our bishop, there were about thirty other
bishops gathered there.
There was an exceptionally long procession to begin, and very quickly things began
in earnest. The Bishop-designate of Barking was presented first, followed by the
Bishop-designate of Loughborough, and finally the Bishop Designate of Willesden.
They each had to take the Oath of Allegiance to the Sovereign and the Oath of Due
Obedience. They then had to make the Declarations (promises covering how they
would conduct themselves in a multitude of situations). Lots of prayers were said,
they were each given a Bible and they were each anointed by the Archbishop. They
were given their episcopal rings and pectoral crosses. The laying on of hands was
done together by all of the bishops who were in the cathedral.
The new bishops are Lynne Cullens Bishop of Barking, Malayil Lukose Varghese
Muthalaly Bishop of Loughborough, and Lusa Nsenga-Ngoy Bishop of Willesden.
The service then progressed as a “normal” common worship eucharist, where we all
took part as usual.
At the end, each new bishop was given their pastoral staff. Finally, there was a
recessional procession beginning with a verger. However, before the Archbishop
joined he insisted that the family of each new Bishop joined the procession. The
Archbishop then followed as the last member of the procession.
For me it was very moving, and I was delighted and felt honoured to be there.
I have left several copies of the order of service which contains lots of details about
everything at the back of the church, should you wish to read about the day’s events
and people involved.
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QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE
This month we celebrate the Queen’s Platinum
Jubilee. She is the longest reigning monarch in
British history. Up until recently she attended
church every week and still did a full week’s
work at the age of 96!
It is her commitment to serving God and the
nation which stands out in her life. Even
before she became Queen, she made a
Queen Elizabeth II – photo: Jacob King/PA
Wire/PA Images
promise, which she has kept for over 75
years: ‘I declare before you all that my whole
life, whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to your service’ (21st birthday
broadcast, 21 April 1947).
What is the secret of the Queen’s consistency of character and service? In 2002 she
said this: “I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide me through the good
times and the bad. Each day is a new beginning. I know that the only way to live my
life is to try to do what is right, to take the long view, to give of my best in all that the
day brings, and to put my trust in God.” These are wise words from somebody who
draws her strength from the Christian Faith and can inspire all of us who want to
make our lives count!
The Queen has been an example of joyful, wise, and generous service on behalf of
others all her life. Six months before her coronation she asked the nation and
Commonwealth to “pray that God may give me wisdom and strength to carry out the
solemn promises I shall be making, and that I may faithfully serve Him and you, all
the days of my life.” Paul urges us to pray for all in authority, “that we may live
peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.” (1 Timothy 2:2).
Parish Pump
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ONE FAIR DAY IN MAY!
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CAPTION COMPETITION!

Entries to the Editor! (elizabethmalone@blueyonder.co.uk)
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GARDENER’S PHILOSOPHY
WHY ACER TREES ARE GOOD FOR THE SOUL
by Angela Sharp
Acer palmatum, or the Japanese maple tree, has to be my all-time favourite tree.
Every garden should have at least one, ideally more. I have now accumulated five of
the beauties. I have a coral bark maple, Acer sango kaku, in my front garden, still
barely 2.5 metres tall after about 12 years in the ground, and others in pots in the
back garden.
My oldest potted tree comes out in spring with vivid pink leaves, then in 2018 I
acquired two from my mother in law’s house after she passed away although I don’t
know their names – a ‘dissectum’ type with very feathery, purple leaves and a green,
oranged-edged leaved one that has that more distinctive ‘hand’ shape to its leaves.
Most recently I bought in the reduced section of a garden centre a pale green and
cream variegated acer the leaves of which are dappled with pink and which has a
deep pink bark.
Shape is all important in an acer and different types have different forms. There are
domed shapes, wide, arching shapes, and V shaped trees so if you want to get one
think about the form it will naturally want to take as it grows. Some people do prune
them to make them into rounded balls but be warned this kind of pruning can make
them much more dense (though attractive to nesting birds), as sometimes will a tree
that’s exposed to a lot of sun. I much prefer letting the tree find its own shape on the
whole, with only the occasional correction to shorten or take out a rogue extra-long
branch or two which can spoil their shape a little. If done in December or midsummer there’s no risk of bleeding sap which could weaken the tree. So they are
extremely low maintenance, but plants in pots will require watering at relatively
frequent intervals because they don’t like being dry.
Acers are classic under-storey trees, that means as a species they are used to
sitting under the canopy of larger trees in their natural environment which by the way
is of course Japan but also eastern China. Although they can take some sun I
wouldn’t put them in a south facing position (the more dissected the leaf the more
they will be susceptible to drying winds and too much sun). If we get a heatwave and
the tree is in a pot and fairly immature, move it to shade at least part of the day or
cover it with fleece (or create shade with fleece tied to bamboo canes in front of it).
They also dislike prolonged drying winds, and all of these factors can make the
edges of their leaves go a bit brown or shrivel up. My tree in the front garden is east
facing and if it gets very hot I still get some brown edges to the leaves. Early on in its
life it completely lost one set of leaves in a heatwave. I probably hadn’t been
watering it enough either. I thought it had died but it pushed out a second set of
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leaves I didn’t know it had and thereafter when it was very sunny and hot that year I
covered it with fleece. With periodic watering in the first two or three years in
summer, your tree will be able to take a lot more weather once it’s fully settled in.
They’re so good for the soul because they require care and invite contemplation
when you observe their elegant relaxing shapes. They fill spaces with an effortless
grace, creating a focal point and catching your eye without ever having said ‘look at
me’. There are over 1,000 varieties of Japanese maple from ‘atropurpureum’ types
(trees that have purple leaves all season), to ones like mine that change colour from
spring to summer or have spectacular red or orange colour in autumn before their
leaves carpet the ground underneath their canopy.
I recently discovered that in Osaka, Japan they deep fry acer leaves in tempura
batter and are popular as a snack. In the city of Minoh they will store the leaves in
salt for a year before frying which makes them extra tasty. I’d really like to try those!
You may not notice them but they also produce tiny flowers and later winged seeds,
which are not only attractive but also a popular snack amongst squirrels. They are
edible for humans too, although you’d need to take the winged casing off first.
I love these elegant (usually little) trees and if you haven’t got one yet make sure
you do once you’ve decided on a good position for it with a bit of space all around so
it can spread its wings and you can enjoy looking at it. If you put it in a pot enhance
its beauty by getting the most attractive pot you can as this will set it off perfectly and
allow you to appreciate its beauty and form as it helps you to create a relaxing
ambience in your garden.

SMILE PLEASE!
Park - A journey of a thousand miles begins with trying to find a place to
park your car near the church.
Maths lesson - The only place where you can buy 64 watermelons without anyone
wondering why.
Sermon - A young curate who had just been ordained stepped in to take the sermon
at very short notice, because the vicar was ill. At the end of the sermon, he
explained apologetically: “At such short notice I’m afraid I just had to rely on the Holy
Spirit. Next week I hope to do better.”
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OUTSIDE THE BACK DOOR
POND LIFE
This month we’re in the realm of amphibians and crustaceans, in other words, some
of the life that makes up our pond.
When you first build a garden pond, experienced wildlife gardeners will tell you that
the wildlife will simply come of its own accord. It’s almost a couple of decades now
since we built our pond but it’s so true. I still remember the excitement of discovering
that we had water snails! They literally appeared overnight from nowhere.
When we came to build our pond, we followed the advice
to dig it as big as we dared for our garden. However, you
don’t need a huge space outside to encourage waterdependent wildlife. A former colleague of mine has
successfully nurtured frogspawn in an old washing up bowl
in her garden. In fact the frog, or its offspring, has returned
on a regular basis. Of course a washing up bowl doesn’t
have much natural material for the tadpoles to sustain
them into adulthood so my colleague discovered it was
possible to feed them lettuce. I wonder if her local
Sainsbury’s noticed an upturn in lettuce sales?!
Frog in the pond this
spring © Elizabeth Malone

We did a huge clear out of our pond this winter and so
were nervous that we may have lost some of our wildlife
and we would need to be patient as it re-established itself. We need not have
feared. We had a couple of frogs in the pond in April but unfortunately there has
been no sign of spawn or tadpoles. A few years back our frogs returned every
March, bang on the 15th. We were always alerted to this fact by the arrival of the
heron who would then stake-out the pond and take a frog or two for breakfast! We
have a little doubt that the heron is responsible for the demise of our frog population.

Newt sunning itself ©
Elizabeth Malone

Our newt population, however, is thriving! At any time of
day we can stroll down to the pond and see several newts
just hanging about in the water or wriggling their way under
lily-pads. My discovery of newts in the pond came as a bit
of shock. I was scooping out blanket weed when suddenly
there was an orange writhing creature, more like
something out of Doctor Who! Having shouted for
assistance, we uncovered an upside-down newt! It was a
reminder to always take care when removing weed and

12

plant-life from the pond, and to set it aside for a few days on the shoreline to enable
any small creatures to escape.
Returning to the snails in our pond, we seem to have two types. There are the ones
that look more like a garden snail turned upside down as they seem to ‘swim’ upside
down just under the surface of the water. Then there are
the tightly curled black snails. I am no expert on snails at
all and I’ve just ‘googled’ pond snails and found it terribly
confusing. I am therefore going to leave it there and just
acknowledge that we have plenty of snails which I hope
means a healthy pond! And one thing I do know, I prefer
snails in my pond rather than the sort that march around
my garden nibbling my seedlings!
Pond snail © Elizabeth
Malone

Whether it’s frogs, newts or snails, having some sort of
pond makes a very important contribution to biodiversity in
your garden. The Royal Horticultural Society estimates that 70% of ponds have
been lost from the UK countryside so gardens have a huge part to play here. The
Wildlife Trusts have excellent guidance on how to build ponds, both large and small,
so even if you only have an old washing-up bowl to hand, why not give it a go?
Elizabeth Malone
https://outsidethebackdoor.wordpress.com

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
5th June – Platinum Jubilee lunch at SSH. Please contact Sally Billenness for more
details. Sally.billenness@blueyonder.co.uk
11th June – Platinum Jubilee Celebration – Afternoon tea at SSPJ
3.30pm – 5.30pm £8.00 – Prosecco extra charge on the day!
Tickets from: Karen Mackay on Sunday or secretarysspj@gmail.com
Linda Schubert on Sundays or linda.schubert@hotmail.co.uk
16th July – Nigel’s Family Fun-day – SSPJ Grounds / Hall - More information to
follow but entertainment specifically for our young families. Bring your own picnic.
Gardening and Coffee @ SSH
o Saturday 25th June
o Saturday 23rd July (With celebratory BBQ)
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HOLIDAY WORDSEARCH
Following my “holiday” last month, this month’s wordsearch contains 47 words
relating to holidays. They could be means of travel, things to take, places to visit,
things to do, eat or drink, or weather conditions on your holiday. The 11 unused
letters form the name of a region where you would hope to get some sunshine on
your holiday. Solution next month.
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SOLUTION TO TOOLS WORDSEARCH
ADZE, AXE, AWL, BRUSH, CAN, CHOPPER, CRAMP, CROWBAR, DRILL, FORK,
HAMMER, HOE, KNIFE, MATTOCK, NEEDLE, PICK, PINCERS, PLANE, PLIERS,
POT, PUNCH, RAKE, RASP, RULER, SAW, SCISSORS, SCREWDRIVER,
SCRIBER, SHEARS, SHOVEL, SIEVE, SPADE, SPANNER, SPIRIT LEVEL,
(TEA), TROWEL, VICE, WRENCH. The 12 unused letters formed PRUNING
HOOKS
John Barnes

CROSSBridges Deadline
The edition of CROSSBridges will be the July/August 2022 issue. Items for inclusion
should be emailed to the editor – elizabethmalone@blueyonder.co.uk
Please forward your contribution by Sunday 12th June 2022 at the absolute latest!
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SS PHILIP & JAMES CHURCH: The Heart of Christ in the Heart of Whitton
Hounslow Road, Whitton, Twickenham, TW2 7DY

St Stephen Hounslow: Know God’s Love and Believe
Parkside Road, Hounslow, TW3 2BP
Vicar:
The Revd David Cloake
Email: vicarssh@gmail.com
The Vicarage, 205 Kneller Road, Whitton, Twickenham, TW2 7DY
Parishes Administrator - Helen Bott
Parish Office (Answerphone) 020 8898 2694

Email: office@whittonchurch.com

Please contact the office for hall, general enquiries and to arrange a Wedding, Baptism or Funeral.

Safeguarding Officer:
Keep in touch:

Mrs. Angela Bowman

Websites:
Facebook:

020 8893 4918

https://www.whittonchurch.com/
http://www.saintstephenhounslow.church/
https://www.facebook.com/philipjamesstephen

CROSSBridges SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Digital Subscription £5.00 per annum – the easiest way to subscribe is to email
either the Vicar (vicar@whittonchurch.org.uk) or the Editor
(elizabethmalone@blueyonder.co.uk) who will then email you an invitation with a
payment link.
Print Subscription £15.00 per annum - Please fill out this form and send to
CROSSBridges Editor c/o The Vicarage, 205 Kneller Road, Whitton, Twickenham,
TW2 7DY or hand it to the Vicar or Editor at one of our services.
NAME:___________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
TEL: ___________________ EMAIL: __________________________________
I enclose a cheque payable to St Stephen’s Church
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