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INTERCESSIONS – OCTOBER 2022
For daily prayer intentions, please see the calendar on the Ss Philip &
James website.
For ourselves:
2nd
For the fruits of our harvest
9th
Thanksgiving for our church buildings
16th
For the elderly and infirm
23rd
For our Junior Church leaders
30th
For an increase in our Christian understanding
For others:
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th

For farmers and food producers
For carers
For all whom feel discriminated against
For Bible Sunday
For the Saints and the example they have set us
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REGULAR SERVICE TIMES
All services listed are in person with some being live-streamed in addition.
Sundays
9:30am - Eucharist at Ss Philip & James + Live-stream
Sundays
11:15am - Eucharist at St Stephen's
Mondays
9:30am – Morning Prayer – Live stream on Facebook
Tuesdays 9:30am - Holy Communion at St Stephen's + Live-stream
Wednesdays
9.30am – Morning Prayer – Live stream on Facebook
Thursdays 9:30am – Holy Communion at Ss Philip & James + Live stream
First Sunday in each month All Age Service at each church ie. 09:30am at
SSPJ and 11:15am at SSH.
Sunday 8am: BCP Holy Communion on odd-numbered weeks and CW Said
Eucharist on even-numbered weeks (please note that there will no sermon at this
service). These will take place at Ss Philip & James Church and will not be
streamed.
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/philipjamesstephen
Service Booklets are now on the ‘Featured events’ links on the calendar pages on
our websites. Click on the link to the relevant service at either:
https://saintstephenhounslow.church/calendar
OR
https://www.whittonchurch.com/calendar

ORGAN SCHOLAR
I am delighted to introduce Samuel Cowling as our new and first organ scholar.
The SsPJ parish family will be very familiar with Sam who, together with his family,
has been a long standing and much-loved worshipping member of the parish and a
chorister with us. It has been a particular delight to welcome a candidate who has
been baptised among us and whose personal spiritual journey is rooted among our
own. Sam will start to appear in his new official capacity at services in the weeks to
come. I would like to extend my particular gratitude to Rosemary Hodi, our Director
of Music, and her team of musicians for making this scholarship a reality, and to the
Ministry Team and PCCs who were so readily supportive of this new initiative.
Fr David
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READINGS FOR OCTOBER 2022
2nd

Harvest
Lamentations 1.1-6; 2 Timothy 1.1-14; Luke 17.5-10

9th

Trinity 17 / Proper 23
2 Kings 5.1-3,6-15c; 2 Timothy 2.8-15; Luke 17.11-19

16th

Trinity 18 / Proper 24
Genesis 32.22-31; 2 Timothy 3.14-4.5; Luke 18.1-8

23rd

Bible Sunday
Isaiah 45.22-25; Romans 15.1-6; Luke 4.16-24

30th

All Saints
Daniel 7.1-3,15-18; Ephesians 1.11-23; Luke 6.20-31

A PRAYER FOR OUR NEW KING, CHARLES III
Everlasting God, we pray for our new King.
Bless his reign and the life of our nation.
Help us to work together
so that truth and justice, harmony and fairness
flourish among us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

CHRISTIAN LEADERS REFLECT ON THE QUEEN’S FAITH
There have been many comments on the importance of the Christian faith to Queen
Elizabeth II. Here are a few you might find interesting. (ed.)
Rt Rev John Pritchard, former Bishop of Oxford, said:
“The prayer of our national anthem was answered.‘God save our gracious Queen’
we sang – and He did, for so very many years.
“The Queen had a steadfast faith. The most moving encounter a diocesan bishop
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had with her was when he knelt before her and swore allegiance to her as ‘Supreme
Governor’ of the Church of England. That title was very important to her. When
you’ve been through so much, from the Suez crisis to the invasion of Iraq, from the
assassination of President Kennedy to the horror of 9/11, from the death of Princess
Diana to the Covid pandemic, you need very deep roots to keep you secure. The
Queen found those roots in her faith.
“Her faith was never overplayed, but neither was it underplayed. It was visible in
every Christmas broadcast, in every TV clip of her emerging from church, smiling
and evidently strengthened for her task. Everyone close to her knew how significant
her faith was.”
Mark Woods, Editor of Bible Society said:
“Our Queen’s faith in Jesus Christ was central to her life. We should be deeply
grateful to God for her life-long service to Christ reflected in her life-long service to
her people
“In her 2000 broadcast she told the watching millions: ‘To many of us, our beliefs are
of fundamental importance. For me, the teachings of Christ and my own personal
accountability before God provide a framework in which I try to lead my life. I, like so
many of you, have drawn great comfort in difficult times from Christ’s words and
example.’”
Writer and Broadcaster Catherine Pepinster said:
“Elizabeth II had a public role to play in terms of
religion – she was the Supreme Governor of the
Church of England and, like all monarchs since Henry
VIII, held the title of Defender of the Faith. But she had
a very strong personal faith as well. As she put it in a
message to the Bible Society, of which she was
patron, at the time of her 90th birthday: ‘I have been –
and remain – very grateful to you for your prayers and
to God for his steadfast love. I have indeed seen His
faithfulness.’
“The Queen’s faith was, in many ways, particularly
influenced by her grandfather, George V. His was a
simple, Bible-based belief, which included reading a chapter of scripture every night
until the end of his life. Those who knew Elizabeth II said that she, too, was fond of
her Bible and prayer book. While these composed the backbone of her faith, she
was not one for lengthy intellectual discourse with notable theologians.”
Parish Pump
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OPERATION LONDON BRIDGE
By Fr David
As I write this, we are in the midst of a period
of National Mourning. Digital advertising
hoardings have been stilled but for the
dignified image of Her Late Majesty Queen
Elizabeth. The BBC has televised little else
beyond coverage of processions,
acclamations, proclamations, and the pomp
synonymous with our great nation. And it all
came out of nowhere.
Well, not really. The considerable and historic processes that are or have been
enacted before our very eyes have been planned for decades under the code-name
Operation London Bridge (with Operation Unicorn being the name for any element
that takes place in Scotland). Operation London Bridge (or Forth Bridge for the late
Duke of Edinburgh or Menai Bridge for the last Prince of Wales) is a comprehensive
plan that covers all aspects of national life – among them the worlds of broadcasting,
the military, political, commercial – and the church – at the time of the death of the
Queen. This all seems very good until you understand that the late Queen was
explicit in her wish that no element of these plans could be communicated by email
or electronically – she found it distasteful! The biblical Oral Tradition makes a comeback.
Local churches came together in their deaneries about four years ago and started to
talk about what we would do when the time came that Her Late Majesty went to Our
Lord. In those meetings, we received guidance verbally and discussed local
variations.
The principal duties of churches are to acts as conduits of remembrance and to be
open spaces where people can go to mourn. For our parishes, books of condolence
and picture frames were purchased and stored away for that time that, truly, none of
us really thought would ever come. Some local churches have the Union Flag, or the
Cross of St George, mounted on towers and there are strict rules about when they
may be full or half-mast. Let us not forget – the grief at the death of a monarch is
concurrent with joy of the arrival of a new one. Flags were brought to half-mast
immediately upon the official notification (when the news was posted on the gates of
Buckingham Palace), remaining as such until the day after the Funeral – except
from 11am on D1 (the day after the notification - the Day of the Proclamation of the
New Monarch) until 1pm the next day.
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In churches with bells and the ability to ring them, they were tolled in accordance
with the time of the notification of the late Queen’s death – at noon on the day of her
death if announced before 11am, at 6pm if announced before 4pm, or at noon the
next day if announced after 4pm. The single bell at Ss Philip & James was tolled for
a full hour (one ring every five seconds).
At the point of the notification, pictures of
the late Queen – previously approved by
her – were released to churches to allow
for the production of commemorative
material, and for use on websites. Only
two images have been permitted for this
purpose. Each church was opened, and a
condolence book started with candles
available to be lit by those who wish to pay
their respects in our churches, remaining
open in this way until the State Funeral.
We want to say prayers, of course – but this material isn’t made available to
churches until after the notification of death, so any amendments to the next Sunday
services can only be made after that. The date of the State Funeral determines the
length of the Period of National Mourning, with the date in this case becoming
known several days later. During the period of mourning, churches adopt a ‘purple’
mode akin to Lent and Advent (denoting sadness, preparation, penitence), with the
Gloria removed and the service reconstructed to be subdued. New readings, only
published on D1, replace existing readings and so it is that vicars go into a minor
melt-down! Fortunately I am blessed with two very gifted and proactive parishes.
It is almost easy to forget, of course, our dear Books of Common Prayer which were
all rendered obsolete as our Queen passed into the heavens. There are many
references to the reigning Monarch by name, and they cease to be accurate. New
versions are quickly prepared for first use, as are versions of the National Anthem –
it was felt (by those above my pray grade) that we would get confused if new
versions weren’t put in service books! My job is to implant deliberate typos in the
new temporary versions of the BCP, and most have since been found!
On the day of the funeral, the bell is tolled for a further hour ahead of the service at
Westminster Abbey, and afterwards we pack it all away and know that we did our bit
– in a once per generation moment (we pray).
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GARDENER’S PHILOSOPHY
ST STEPHEN’S COMMUNITY GARDENING
by Angela Sharp
Now that Nathan has moved on to pastures new, I am trying, along with my husband
Peter, to step into his shoes of organising the gardening in St Stephen’s grounds. I
think it’s a good time to reflect on what we’ve achieved and what we hope to achieve
in the coming months and perhaps what the community garden means to us all and
the local people, which is the philosophical part!
As anyone who has been to St Stephen’s recently will know a lot of very hard work
has already happened in the grounds over the past months. A group of volunteers
have removed an awful lot of weeds and tree saplings, pruned over enthusiastic
pyracanthas and cotoneasters near the baptistry, planted up an old font in the
grounds and an area in front of the war memorial, refurbished the existing benches,
installed a water butt, created the bones of a memorial garden, weeded and planted
in the border by the foundation stone and built two raised planters nearby which are
just high enough to sit on the side of.
The old adage of ‘build it and they will come’ is certainly true of this church garden.
The objective of opening the gates and encouraging all local people to come in and
feel more comfortable in the surroundings is certainly paying off since the works
have taken place. We have had many comments from local people about how they
are now feeling able to enjoy the space during the day, to take a rest as they go to
or from a destination or just come to the garden to get some fresh air and sun, as in
the case with one lady and her baby I met who presumably have no outside space
at home. We have also had people popping in to talk to us whilst we’re working
there and last time one neighbour came to give us some of her spare plants.
Furthermore a mystery person installed a nativity set on the war memorial which so
far has remained untouched exactly where it was placed. For someone to do that
presumably shows that the garden has meaning for them.
We are now thinking of how to further develop the space. As far as I know no one
has yet enquired about putting in a plant or plaque in the memorial garden but
during the clearing works for it, ironically, Peter found the plaque for one of the
memorial benches that had gone missing ages ago. It and the bench it was fixed to
was given to the church by Sandra Bishop in memory of her mother and she was
extremely pleased when it was rediscovered. It was cleaned up as much as possible
and replaced on the bench. Perhaps it would be fitting for the first memorial in the
barked area to be erected to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, accompanied by a
rose bush and a small plaque with a simple message. Do let us know what you think
about that idea.
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Putting in a low lavender hedge edging to enclose the memorial space may well also
make it look a little more demarcated. It already has a layer of bark laid out in the
area but there is nothing to separate it off from the rest of the grounds. Elizabeth and
myself both ordered ‘free’ (plus postage) plug plants but we have both suffered
heavy losses from seedlings that have rotted off as soon as they were planted out
so we may need to make further purchases at some point.
With a budget in mind, we now have to decide what we want to achieve in the next
year. Certainly filling the raised beds and borders with more plants will be at the top
of that list and a few in the gardening group have some plants at the ready for that.
We’re aiming for a sensory experience as we envisage and want to encourage
sitting on the wide edges of the beds which Peter has sanded to reflect and take in
the fragrance of lavender, salvias and herbs, while watching the bees and hoverflies
come and go. We were wondering about erecting a third raised bed in this area, and
I also wondered if it would be a good spot to erect the bird bath Nathan bought as a
central focal point. As it’s quite lightweight though we may have to partially bury it to
ensure stability and discourage borrowing!
Nathan also bought a bat box and a bird box but as yet I’m not sure how or where
these can be erected. And I’d like to acknowledge the effort in picking up the litter
that Fred and others make to ensure the grounds look presentable. It is sad to see it
strewn everywhere near the benches, particularly when glass gets broken. We’re
wondering about the feasibility of installing a bin for the rubbish but some think this
could make the litter problem worse.
Do come to a future gardening group session if you haven’t yet been. We have quite
a few tools available to borrow and we welcome anyone with muscles – oh that’s
everyone then!
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OBERAMMERGAU – THE PASSION PLAY
By Fred Michell
In 1633 the Plague was raging in Europe, including the town of Oberammergau.
People sought refuge in prayer and vowed “If the dying stops, every ten years we
will stage the “play of the passion, death, and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ””.
No one died of the Plague from that day on. Since then, the people of
Oberammergau have been performing the Passion of Jesus Christ every ten years.
Now for our part in this. On Monday 25th July we were collected from the Treaty
Centre (Hounslow) coach pick up point at 7-30 a.m. by a feeder coach. We were
taken via Victoria Coach Station and Ashford, Kent bus pick up to “Stop 24 Services”
at Folkestone. Here we met numerous other feeder coaches and transferred to our
Tour Coach. We then set out for Dover where we had an awfully long session
through French Border Control, following which we were allowed onto our ferry. In
Calais we simply drove off and went on to our overnight hotel in Brussels.
The following day we were up early to be driven to our hotel in Austria where we
were based for three nights. On Wednesday 27th July we were taken to
Hohenschwangau and King Ludwig’s famous castle Neuschwanstein. Built in the
19th century, this fairy tale castle is dramatically perched on a hilltop with panoramic
views over the countryside and the Royal castle of Hohenschwangau. Afterwards
we spent some time in the old walled town of Fussen.
On Thursday 28th July we were taken to Innsbruck in the Tyrol. We were given a
guided coach tour of the outlying parts, including the Berg Isel Ski Jump. Then a
guided on foot tour of the city centre including the famous “Golden Roof” (not really
made of gold). St James Cathedral is undergoing major restoration, and I was able
to see the entrance to the original cathedral that was being very carefully excavated.
On Friday 29th July we were up early and driven to our hotel near Oberammergau to
book in, and then on to the town for lunch. After lunch we were taken to the Passion
Theatre for the first three hours of the performance. It starts with the entry into
Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday, goes on to include various events such as the
expulsion from the temple, the last supper, and the events in the garden leading up
to the arrest. We had a break for dinner before returning to the theatre for part two
which focused on the various trials, Jesus is mocked, Peter denies Jesus, and
Judas’s despair, Jesus is sentenced, the way of the sorrows and the crucifixion
follow. Finally, Jesus’ body is taken down from the cross and is carried to the tomb,
and on Sunday morning the tomb is empty.
As well as what I have just described (the passion events), there were references
10

back to Old Testament events, and a large orchestra and choir providing fantastic
music. I found that both of these (interruptions) distracted me from the “real thing”,
but several people I spoke to afterwards said they helped them to digest the main
event.
On Saturday 30th July we began our return journey heading north through Germany
to reach our overnight stop in Brussels. The following morning we left Brussels and
headed for Calais. Here we had multiple hold ups for French border control, British
customs, and British border control. This all took so long that we missed our ferry
and had to catch a later one. Fortunately, when we arrived in Dover we were able to
drive straight through and back to Stop 24 to get on to our transfer bus (but our bus
had mechanical problems so we were even later). Fortunately, when we got to
Cobham Services a taxi was waiting to take us all the way home. We arrived very
tired and went straight to bed.
Overall, we had a fantastic week, we were very well looked after by our two drivers,
and we returned home two incredibly happy but tired people.

OUTSIDE THE BACK DOOR
FOXES – LOVE ‘EM OR HATE ‘EM?
By Elizabeth Malone
Do you have foxes outside your back door? If so, do you welcome them or do you
curse them and shoo them away? I feel that we have a very love/hate relationship
with the foxes that come into our garden. Because our garden backs onto the
railway line, foxes have always been frequent visitors. We had lived here barely 48
hours when I spotted one sunning itself under our pergola on a Sunday morning.
On another occasion, a vixen brought her three young cubs into the garden to play
one summer’s evening. How charming, we thought, until I viewed the havoc they
had wreaked the following day! Lavender plants broken and flattened and my
newly, neatly planted shallots tossed in the air in all directions! And then, of course,
there is the challenge that is ‘bin night’. I’m sure we’ve all been victims of the
shredded bin bag, no matter how diligently you thought you’d wrapped things inside
and tied it up.
This spring and summer we have had two young foxes with white-tipped tails who
have decided to take over ours and our neighbour’s garden. Every evening around
10:00pm there’s shrieking like someone’s being murdered. Theoretically the foxes
can’t get into the main part of our garden due to our cat fence but these two feisty
characters are not going to let a bit of wire fencing stand in their way. We have even
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caught them red-handed on our trail-cam with their jaws clamped around the gate,
shaking it and trying to break and enter! When they’re not shaking the fence, they’re
digging under it or somehow climbing over it.
Our Hedgehog Highway is, of course,
a weak point in our defences. To let
the hedgehogs come and go, we
open up the gap under our fence at
night and, even though it’s quite
small, a fox can squeeze through.
And talking of hedgehogs, have you
ever seen anything like this?
Apologies for the poor quality but this
is a ‘still’ captured from a video clip
on our ‘Hogcam’ which shows a fox
turning up to steal the food we put
Video footage from our ‘Hogcam’ © Elizabeth Malone
out for the hedgehogs and being
slightly surprised when it discovers a
rather prickly visitor already at the dish! As foxes are supposed to be one of the
main predators of hedgehogs, we held our breath the first time we saw this happen.
This particular encounter ended happily but I fear one day that may not be the case.
In researching this article, I wondered when foxes moved into our towns. I was
surprised to discover that the answer is not particularly recent. It seems that foxes
have lived in urban areas for centuries. Back in the 1930s a local historian was
writing about foxes in Richmond Park. Evidence suggests that they haven’t been
forced into the town due to lack of food but have simply chosen the easy option and,
of course, our recent approach to food, such as the growth explosion of take-aways,
fast-food and needless food waste, have all made town living really attractive to this
supremely adaptable mammal.
If you’d like to read more about urban foxes, I discovered some very good pages on
the Natural History Museum website which provided me with fascinating facts such
as fox populations being self-regulating, and the life of the urban fox being
considerably shorter than that of its rural relatives. I also discovered that whilst
foxes enjoy a good take-away, they are good at keeping down local mice and rat
populations. So perhaps we have something to thank our foxes for after all. I just
hope that this keeps them well fed and away from our spiky friends!

Read an illustrated version of this article at
https://outsidethebackdoor.wordpress.com
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THE GOLDEN LAMPSTAND
By Charles V. Ward
St John the Divine’s key message to the seven churches was that a ‘church’ is more
than a group of people engaged in collective worship. A true church also exists in
spirit. John represented the spirits of the seven churches as golden lampstands
burning before the throne of God. Standing above, Jesus is holding seven stars,
representing the angels of the seven churches, providing spiritual strength and
guidance to those congregations. For us, it means we are not alone in our worship.
We allude to this spiritual dimension during Holy Eucharist when we say, “The Lord
is here. His spirit is with us’. If the Lord isn’t with us during our worship, our praise
becomes pointless. We might as well be speaking to the air.
John also warns that this spiritual support
cannot be taken for granted. That the
golden candlestick and golden star will be
quickly snatched away when a church goes
off--message. It might happen when a
congregation turns inward towards itself and
focuses on its own priorities instead of its
sense of mission. John was particularly
scathing about infiltrators in the early church
which he described as ‘nicolaitans’. We
know little about the nicolaitans other than
that in his general epistle, Jude also warned
of infiltrators who had subverted Christ’s message of forgiveness into one of licence,
in which any self-indulgence could be excused just so long as you kept on saying
Sorry! Sorry! Sorry! Genuine remorse or a desire to make amends did not even
come into it.
Even today, it seems we can never switch on the news without seeing someone
apologise to us. It might be from a footballer who has been videoed mistreating his
cat. Or a football manager who has been overheard using racist language. Or a
politician who has been discovered at a lockdown party. Or a former police
commissioner repeatedly apologising for the actions of her officers, even when
those officers have not asked her to apologise on their behalf. So why are these
people apologising to me? And why do those apologies only come after discovery
of the wrongdoing? It is never spontaneous. It is never volunteered. We take such
corporate apologies for what they really are: damage limitation. Where is the
remorse?
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PRIME MINISTERS WORDSEARCH
This month’s wordsearch contains the names of 28 Prime Ministers (Titles have
been omitted). The 11 unused letters form the name of another former Prime
Minister. Solution next month.
John Barnes
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SOLUTION TO PAINTERS WORDSEARCH
BACON, BELL, BLAKE, BOSCH, BOTTICELLI, BRAQUE, BRATBY, CHAGALL,
FREUD, GAINSBOROUGH, GOYA, HALS, HIRST, HOCKNEY, HOGARTH,
HOLBEIN, HUNT, JOHN, KLEE, KNIGHT, LICHTENSTEIN, MATISSE, MILLAIS,
MILLET, MUNCH, MUNNINGS, NASH, PIPER, ROTHKO, RUBENS, SPENCER,
STRONG, STUBBS, SUTHERLAND, TITIAN, TURNER, WARHOL, WHISTLER
The 7 unused letters formed PICASSO.
John Barnes
CROSSBridges Deadline
The edition of CROSSBridges will be the November – mid-December 2022 issue.
Items for inclusion should be emailed to the editor –
elizabethmalone@blueyonder.co.uk
Please forward your contribution by Friday 14 October at the absolute latest!
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SS PHILIP & JAMES CHURCH: The Heart of Christ in the Heart of Whitton
Hounslow Road, Whitton, Twickenham, TW2 7DY

St Stephen Hounslow: Know God’s Love and Believe
Parkside Road, Hounslow, TW3 2BP
Vicar:
The Revd David Cloake
Email: vicarssh@gmail.com
The Vicarage, 205 Kneller Road, Whitton, Twickenham, TW2 7DY
Parishes Administrator - Helen Bott
Parish Office (Answerphone) 020 8898 2694

Email: office@whittonchurch.com

Please contact the office for hall, general enquiries and to arrange a Wedding, Baptism or Funeral.

Safeguarding Officer:
Keep in touch:

Mrs. Angela Bowman

Websites:
Facebook:

020 8893 4918

https://www.whittonchurch.com/
http://www.saintstephenhounslow.church/
https://www.facebook.com/philipjamesstephen

CROSSBridges SUBSCRIPTION FORM
Digital Subscription £5.00 per annum – the easiest way to subscribe is to email
either the Vicar (vicar@whittonchurch.org.uk) or the Editor
(elizabethmalone@blueyonder.co.uk) who will then email you an invitation with a
payment link.
Print Subscription £15.00 per annum - Please fill out this form and send to
CROSSBridges Editor c/o The Vicarage, 205 Kneller Road, Whitton, Twickenham,
TW2 7DY or hand it to the Vicar or Editor at one of our services.
NAME:___________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
TEL: ___________________ EMAIL: __________________________________
I enclose a cheque payable to St Stephen’s Church
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